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1. Agnihotri committee recently seen in 
the news is related to: 

(a) Rajya Sabha Rules 

(b) Anti defection law 

(c) Article 35 A 

(d) Unified Military Command 

2. Which of the following have 
recommendation for Governor in Case 
of Hung Assembly? 

1. M M Punchhi Commission 

2. SR Bommai case 

3. Sarkaria Commission 

Choose the correct code? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

3. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Tholu Bommalata, 
sometimes seen in news? 

1. It is a shadow puppet theatre 
tradition of Tamil Nadu. 

2. In this puppet theatre secular subjects 
like beauty of Nature is used. 

3. The puppets are large in size and have 
jointed waist, shoulders, elbows and 
knees. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) land 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

4. Consider the following statements 
about Sadharna Bhramo Samaj, recnrtly 
seen in news: 

1. It traces back its roots to The 
Brahmo Samaj. 

2. Anandamohan Bose was its first 
President. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

5. Consider the following statements 
with reference to WHO Framework 
convention on Tobacco Control (WHO 
FCTC): 

1. The WHO Framework Convention 
on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) 
is the first international public 
health treaty negotiated under 
the auspices of the WHO. 

2. Recently, India withdrawn itself 
from WHO FCTC. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 



6. Consider the following statements 
with reference Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK) that was 
recently in news: 

1. It is under Ministry of Minority 
Affairs. 

2. Funding of the scheme would be 
from budgetary provision of the 
Ministry of Minority Affairs. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

7. 2015 BZ509 sometimes seen in the 
news is: 

(a) Human space mission Planed to be 
launched in 2015 by china but 
postponed to 2021. 

(b) An image showing pollution spots on 
earth captured by a satellite that was 
sent by NASA in 2015. 

(c) An asteroid which is supposed to be 
the first interstellar body to stay in our 
solar system. 

(d) An interstellar body spotted by NASA 
near to brightest known star. 

8. Recently, Indian scientists have 
developed a biosensor technique to 
detect with of the following disease: 

(a) Chikungunya 


(b) Dengue 

(c) Malaria 

(d) Japanese Encephalitis 

9. "GravityRAT" sometimes seen in 
news is: 

(a) A robot 

(b) Archeological remains 

(c) Asteroid 

(d) A malware 

10. "Academik Lomonosov", recently 
seen in news, it is? 

(a) Russian fighter jet proposed to be 
purchased by India 

(b) A climate change related programme 
launched by Russia, china and Japan in 
arctic region 

(c) Joint venture between India and 
Russia for oil exploration in Arctic 
region. 

(d) Russia's first floating nuclear plant 
(FNPP). 

11. India recently participated in the 
3rd Mission Innovation Ministerial 
Meeting. It was held in: 

(a) Norway 



(b) Sweden 

(c) India 

(d) Japan 

12. Consider the following statements 
with reference to One Stop Centre 
(OSC) Scheme: 

1. It is a sub-scheme under National 
Mission for Empowerment of 
women 

2. It is aimed at making women self- 
reliant by giving them self- 
employment opportunity. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

13. Consider the following statements 
with reference recently discovered 
chemical element ruthenium (Ru). 

1. It belongs to the platinum group. 

2. It is one of the rarest metals on 
the earth. 

3. It is the only element other than 
iron (Fe) to have unique magnetic 
properties at room temperature. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
NOT correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) none of the above 


14. Scientists from the Raman Research 
Institute (RRI) in Bengaluru have 
conducted an experiment for detection 
of Cosmic Microwave back ground 
radiation. Consider the following 
statement with above refernce: 

1. It is an all-pervasive, but weak, 
electromagnetic radiation from 
the early universe. 

2. This radiation comes from any of 
the objects that we see in the 
universe, like stars or galaxies. 

3. It was first discovered in 1964. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

15. Recently, there were several cases 
of deaths due to a Zoonotic diseases 
caused 'Nipah' (NiV) virus in Kerala. 
Zoonotic diseases can be caused by- 

1. Viruses 

2. Bacteria 

3. Parasites 

4. Fungi 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 



16. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Atal Tinkering 
Marathon: 

1. Its aim is to find out the best 
student innovators of India. 

2. It has been organized by 
The Department of Science & 
Technology 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

17. World Health Organization has 
urged developing nations to eliminate 
man-made Trans fatty acids from their 
food supplies. Consider the following 
statements about Trans Fatty Acids 
(TFA): 

1. Its consumption increases the risk 
of heart disease. 

2. They are supposed to be the main 
cause of Type-2 Diabetes. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

18. Consider the following statements 
with reference to recently set up 
National Water Informatics Centre 
(NWIC): 


1. It would be a repository of 
nation-wide water resources 
data. 

2. It will work as a Subordinate 
Office under the Ministry of 
Water Resources, River 
Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation. 

3. It is a component of National 
Hydrology Project and also in 
consonance with the National 
Water Mission. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

19. Which of the following is the only 
state in the country to have melanistic 
tigers, white tigers and black panthers? 

(a) Tamil Nadu 

(b) Odisha 

(c) West Bengal 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

20. Consider the following statements 
about Gaj Yatra: 

1. 'Gaj Yatra'aims at securing 100 
elephant corridors across India. 

2. It is a mega-campaign by Wildlife 
Trust of India (WTI) and the 


International Elephant 
Foundation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

21. Mount Kilauea volcanic eruption 
was seen in News. With this reference 
most abundant volcanic gas is: 

(a) Carbon Dioxide 

(b) Sulfur dioxide 

(c) Hydrogen sulfide 

(d) Water vapor 

22. Which of the following countries 
are parts of South Asia Wildlife 
Enforcement Network (SAWEN)? 

1. Bangladesh 

2. Myanmar 

3. Pakistan 

4. India 

5. Thailand 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 (b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 2, 4 and 5 (d) All of the above 

23. Which of following can be 
considered as part Small saving 
scheme? 


1. Postal deposits 

2. Sukanya Samridhi Account 
Scheme 

3. Public Provident Fund (PPF) 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

24. Consider the statement about Indus 
Dolphin (Bhulan)? 

1. Recently, the Punjab government 
along with WWF-India has 
conducted a census on population 
of Indus Dolphin. 

2. It was the first organized census 
on population of Indus Dolphin. 

3. Indus Dolphin (Bhulan) is 
endangered, freshwater, and 
functionally blind species of 
dolphins. 

4. It is found only in India and 
Pakistan. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 1, 2 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 (d) All of the above 

25. Consider the following statement 
with reference to PARIVESH: 



1. It is a single-window system 
which seeks to give various types 
of clearances. 

2. It has been designed, developed 
and hosted by the Bombay 
natural history society. 

Which of the above statements is are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

26. Which of following country 
recently, launched the world's first 
optical telescope linked to a radio 
telescope, combining "eyes and ears" 
to try to unravel the secrets of the 
universe? 

(a) South Africa 

(b) China 

(c) Japan 

(d) Chile 

27. Consider the following statements 
about clean air-lndia initiative recently 
seen in news: 

1. Recently, the clean air-lndia 
initiative was launched in Delhi by 
Prime Minister of Netherlands. 

2. It also aims to halt the hazardous 
burning of paddy stubble. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

28. Recently Suva Expert Dialogue on 
loss and damage was held at Bonn. It is 
associated with: 

(a) Disaster Management 

(b) Road Safety 

(c) Delay in Litigation 

(d) Climate Change 

29. Consider the following matches: 

1. Cape Leeuwin - New Zealand 

2. Cape Horn - Chile 

3. Cape of Good Hope - South Africa 

Choose the correct code: 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

30. The Government of India, initiated 
the India Biodiversity Awards in 
partnership with? 

(a) NITI Aayog 

(b) The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 


(c) United Nations Environment 
Programme 

(d) None of the above 

31. Consider the following statements 
about "Scheme to support promotion 
of biomass-based cogeneration in sugar 
mills and other industries in the 
country" that was recently in the news: 

1. It aims to support Biomass based 
Cogeneration Projects for power 
generation in the country. 

2. Municipal Solid Waste has been 
covered under this programme. 

\Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

32. Recently, People's Forests Report 
was released by? 

(a) The Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change 

(b) Centre for Science and Environment 
(CSE) 

(c) NITI Aayog 

(d) Wildlife Institute of India 

33. Recently, Mohan Reddy committee 
was seen in news that has come up 
with the recommendations for 


engineering education. Consider the 
following recommendations: 

1. Stop setting up new colleges from 
2020 . 

2. No additional seats should be 
approved in traditional engineering 
areas. 

3. Introduce undergraduate engineering 
programmes exclusively for artificial 
intelligence, blockchain etc. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

34. International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) was tasked with 
limiting and reducing emissions from 
shipping under the: 

(a) Paris climate change Negations 

(b) Kyoto Protocol 

(c) Convention on Long-Range Trans 
boundary Air Pollution (LRTAP) 

(d) Talanoa Dialogue 

35. Makaravilakku is an annual festival held 
on Makar Sankranti in - 

(a) Goa 



(b) Kerala 


(a) ISRO 


(c) Tamil Nadu 

(d) Odisha 

36. Consider the following statements 
regarding Cinereous vulture: 

1. It is endemic to India. 

2. It is listed as Vulnerable by IUCN. 

3. It is one of the two largest Old 
World vultures. 

4. It is listed in Appendix II in CITES 
listings. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

37. U K Sinha Committee recently seen in 
news would: 

(a) Suggest Long-term solutions for the 
economic and financial sustainability of the 
MSME sector. 

(b) Review Governance of Boards of Banks in 
India. 

(c) Suggest measures for Frauds & 
Malpractices in Banks. 

(d) None of the above. 

38. Samwad with Students Initiative recently 
seen in news is launched by: 


(b) Ministry of Science and Technology 

(c) DRDO 

(d) Ministry of Human resource and 
development 

39. Bhima- Koregaon battle was fought 
between: 

(a) Sikh and British East India Company 

(b) Indian rebels and British. 

(c) Kingdom of Mysore and British East Ind 
Company 

(d) Peshwa and British 

40. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Project Network for 
Spectrum (NFS): 

1. It was launched to establish the 
alternative communication 
network for exclusive use by 
defence services. 

2. The project is being implemented 
by state-run Bharat Sanchar 
Nigam Limited (BSNL). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 



41. Which of the following measures 
have been taken to tackle Left Wing 
Extremism (LWE) in India? 

1. Black Panther combat force 

2. Bastariya Batallion 

3. Operation All Out 

Choose the correct code: 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

42. Consider the following statements 
regarding National Apprenticeship 
Promotion Scheme (NAPS): 

1. It covers all apprentices except 
the Graduate, Technician and 
Technician (Vocational) 
apprentices. 

2. This scheme has provision for 
private participation. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

43. The joint US-German GRACE 
mission will: 

(a) Predict volcanic eruptions 

(b) Aid the discovery of oil shale 
reserves 


(c) Help shield earth from solar storms 

(d) Weigh the water on earth 

44. Consider following statements with 
reference to Directorate General of Trade 
Remedies (DGTR) which is recently seen in 
News: 

1. It will be the apex national 
authority for all trade remedial 
measures. 

2. The recommendation of DGTR for 
imposition of anti-dumping, 
countervailing and safeguard 
duties would be considered by 
the Department of Revenue. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

45. Cabotage Law is recently seen in news, it 
is related to: 

(a) Movement of ships 

(b) Parliamentary Discipline 

(c) Restrictions on the activities of 
Transgender 

(d) Beggary 

46. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Corporate Environmental 
Responsibility (CER): 



(c) A type of Medicine 


1. Every corporate seeking green 
clearance has to set aside 3 % of 
its capital investment for the 
new projects on CER activities. 

2. Every corporate seeking 
expansion with lbn additional 
cost has to spend 1 % cost on 
CER activities. 

3. It makes mandatory for 
companies to set aside funds 
for CER over and above what is 
required for executing the 
environment management plan 
in a project affected area. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

47. Pariwartan Scheme is related to: 

(a) Primary Health care 

(b) Non communicable disease 

(c) Power Sector 

(d) Regional Rural Banks 


(d) Disaster management plan 

49. Ambubachi Mela, seen in news, is 
associated with which of the following 
Indian Temple- 

fa) Brihadisvara Temple 

(b) Somnath temple 

(c) Sabarimala Temple 

(d) Kamakhya temple 

50. Consider the following statement 
about Rani Rashmoni- 

1. It is first ship to be commissioned 
in the series of fast patrol vessel (FPV) 
project of Indian Coast Guard. 

2. It has been built under a joint 
project between India and Israel. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

51. Consider the following match: 


48. Nidaan, sometimes seen in news is 
a: 


(a) Centre for helping Women 


Festival 

1. Saaji 

2. Maghi 

3. Uttarayan 


State 

Rajasthan 
Madhya Pradesh 
Gujarat 


(b) Software for disease monitoring 


Which of the above code is/are matched 
correctly? 



(a) land 2 only (b) 2 only 


(b) Startup India venture capital summit 


(c) 3 only (d) 2 and 3 only 

52. Consider the following statement with 
reference to District mineral foundations 
(DMF): 

1. It was instituted under Offshore Areas 
Minerals (Development & Regulation) 
Act, 2002. 

2. It works as non-profit trusts. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

53. With reference to Formalin, Consider the 
following statements: 

1. It is an adulterant used by traders to 
extend the storage life of fish. 

2. It is a toxic and colourless solution. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

54. Fair Value for Innovation recently 
seen in news was launched at: 

(a) India-ASEAN InnoTech Summit 


(c) 2+2 Dialogue 

(d) Raisina Dialogue 

55. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Mugger crocodile: 

1. It is listed as endangered by IUCN. 

2. It is mainly a saltwater species. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

56. Consider following statements: 

1. Cox & Kings Foundation 
organised first turtle festival in 
Puri. 

2. Odisha has half of the world's 
Olive Ridley turtle population. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

57. Consider the following statement with 
reference to Hunar Haats: 

1. It is organised under upgrading 
the Skills & Training in Traditional 
Arts/Crafts for Development 
scheme. 



2. It provides platforms for 

marketing the products of master 
artisans and craftsmen belonging 
to the minority communities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

58. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Pradhan Mantri 
MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) scheme: 

1. Its objective is to refinance 
collateral-free loans given by the 
lenders to small borrowers. 

2. Loans are not available for non- 
agricultural activities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

59. Consider the following statements 
with reference to one family one job 
scheme: 

1. It entitles one government job for 
every family in the state. 

2. Kerala is the first state in the 
country to launch such an 
exclusive programme. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) All of the above 

60. This place is rich in forest reserve 
with abundant patches of virgin forest 
reserve. Indian Gaur is an attraction of 
this place. This place is having gas 
bearing wells. Here the vegetation 
covers four broad categories of tropical 
semi-evergreen forest, the east 
Himalayan lower Bhanar sal, Moist 
mixed deciduous forest and the 
Savanah woodland. Identify the 
sanctuary from the information given 
above: 

(a) Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary 

(b) Trishna wildlife sanctuary 

(c) Bhadra Wildlife Sanctuary 

(d) Pench National Park 

61. Recently, which of the following 
state has launched Ama Ghare LED' 
scheme, under which about 95 lakh 
families in the State will each get four 
LED bulbs free of cost: 

(a) Odisha 

(b) West Bengal 


(c) Bihar 



(d) Uttar Pradesh 

62. Which of the following country has 
planned to change its name? 

(a) Kosovo 

(b) Albania 

(c) Romania 

(d) Macedonia 

63. Consider the following statements with 
reference to National Youth Parliament 
Festival 2019: 

1. Youth in the age bracket of 18-30 are 
eligible for participation in District 
Youth Parliaments. 

2. This festival encourages the youth to 
engage with public issues. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

64. Consider the following statement 
regarding Asian Waterbird Census 
(AWC): 

1. It is annual event in which 
waterbirds are being counted in 
the wetlands. 

2. In India, the AWC is annually 
coordinated by the Ministry of 


environment, forest and climate 
change. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

65. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Sino-lndian Digital 
Collaboration Plaza (SIDCOP): 

1. It is launched by the National 
Association of Software and 
Services Companies 

2. It aims to provide free internet 
facility in villages. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

66. Galilean moons recently seen in 
news are a group of satellites of which 
Planet: 

(a) Uranus 

(b) Jupiter 

(c) Saturn 

(d) Neptune 

67. Consider the following statements 
about Renuka dam project: 



1. It is conceived as a storage 
project on the Chakki River. 

2. The stored water will be shared 
among six northern states. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

68. Consider following statements 
regarding Women of India Organic 
Festival: 

1. It is conducted by Department of 
Agriculture, Cooperation and 
Farmers Welfare. 

2. The aim is to boost organic 
culture and promote Women 
Organic Farmers and 
Entrepreneurs. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

69. Loin loom is a weaving technique of 
which region of India: 

(a) Southern region 

(b) Central India 


(d) North eastern region 

70. Lake Urmia recently seen in news is 
situated in: 

(a) India 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Iran 

(d) Iraq 

71. Consider the following statements 
about Goods and services tax (GST) 

1. It is a destination-based taxation 
system. 

2. It has been established by the 
101st Constitutional Amendment 
Act. 

3. It is a direct tax. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) All of the above 

72. Democracy Index 2018 has been 
recently released by: 

(a) Economist Intelligence Unit 

(b) World Economic Forum 

(c) Transparency International 


(c) Northern region 


(d) US Chambers of Commerce 



73. With reference to World Gold 
Council, Consider the following 
statements: 

1. It is the market development 
organisation for the gold industry. 

2. It helps to support its members to 
mine in a responsible way and 
developed the Conflict Free Gold 
Standard. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

74. Consider the following statements 
with reference to National Clean Air 
Programme: 

1. The programme will not be 
notified under the Environment 
Protection Act or any other Act. 

2. It is a national framework for air 
quality management with a time- 
bound reduction target. 

3. Ministry of environment forest 
and climate change will execute 
this programme. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 


75. Recently, the Union Cabinet has 
approved the proposal for entering into 
an Agreement for Bilateral Swap 
Arrangement (BSA) of maximum 
amount of USD 75 billion with: 

(a) South Korea 

(b) Japan 

(c) USA 

(d) Maldives 

76. Consider the following statements 
with reference to the role and 
responsibilities of Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency: 

1. Processing of application for star 
rating of buildings 

2. Data verification of CPWD 
maintained buildings. 

3. Installation of smart meters. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

77. ELISA Kits recently seen in news is 
released by: 

(a) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers 
Welfare 

(b) Ministry of women and child 
development 



(c) Ministry of defence 


(d) Niti Ayog 

78. Consider the following statements 
about Mudiyettu recently seen in news: 

1. It is a form of puppetry. 

2. It belongs from Kerala. 

3. It is inscribed in the UNESCO's 
Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

79. Lake Umiam recently making news 
is situated in: 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh 

(b) Sikkim 

(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Himachal Pradesh 

80. With reference to Know India 
Program (KIP), consider the following 
statements: 

1. Its aim to engage the students and 
young professionals of Indian 
Diaspora. 


2. It was organised by ministry of 
human resource and development 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

81. Consider the following statements 
regarding Web-Wonder Women 
(WWW): 

1. It is an online campaign. 

2. It aims to discover exceptional 
achievements of women, who 
have been driving positive 
agenda of social change through 
social media. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

82. TESS mission recently seen in news 
is related to: 

(a) Solar Electricity 

(b) Exoplanets 

(c) Artificial intelligence 

(d) Manufacturing of electric vehicles 



83. Consider the following statements 
regarding National Career Service 
(NCS): 

1. It is a Mobile application 

2. It aims to provide a variety of 
employment related services. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

84. The Government has launched the 
"Green - Ag: Transforming Indian 
Agriculture for global environmental 
benefits and the conservation of critical 
biodiversity and forest landscapes" in 
association with: 

(a) World Bank 

(b) World Wide Fund for Nature 

(c) Global Environment Facility 

(d) United Nations Environment program 

85. Nilekani Panel recently constituted 
by RBI is related to: 

(a) Payment Banks 

(b) Taxation 

(c) Digital Payments 


86. Consider the following statements 
with reference to National Prison 
Information Portal: 

1. It is developed by the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC). 

2. It is a citizen centric portal 
showing statistical data of various 
prisons in the country. 

3. It facilitates online visit request 
and grievance redressal 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

87. Consider the following statements 
regarding 70-Point Grading Index: 

1. It was launched by Niti Ayog. 

2. It will assess the quality air in the 
states. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

88. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Dalbergia sissoo 
commonly known as North Indian 
rosewood: 

1. It is a medium to large deciduous 
tree. 

2. It is only found in India. 


(d) Non-performing Assets 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

89. A project for "Development of Gandhi 
Circuit: Bhitiharwa-Chandrahia-Turkaulia 
under Rural Circuit theme of Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme" has been sanctioned in: 

(a) Jharkhand 

(b) Bihar 

(c) Uttar Pradesh 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 

90. Jal Charcha recently seen in news is a: 

(a) Awareness program for youth 

(b) Magazine 

(c) Community owned meeting to save water 

(d) None of the above 

91. Consider the following statements 
about Polar vortex recently seen in 
news: 

1. It is an upper-level high pressure 
area over the poles. 

2. It rotates counter-clockwise at 
the North Pole. 

3. It spins in the mesosphere. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only (d) 1 only 

92. Pabuk recently seen in news is: 

(a) Cyclone 

(b) Island 

(c) Mountain peak 

(d) Artillery gun 

93. Mandal Dam is being built on the: 

(a) Damodar river 

(b) Sankh River 

(c) North Koel river 

(d) Koyna river 

94. With reference to Galapagos 
Islands, Consider following statements: 

1. It is a volcanic archipelago. 

2. It is in Indian Ocean. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 



95. The Climate Change Performance 
Index (CCPI) is an annual publication 
by: 

(a) Germanwatch 

(b) Environment investigation agency 

(c) Greenpeace 

(d) United Nations Environment program 

96. Consider following reports: 

1. Global Financial Stability Report. 

2. World Economic Outlook. 

3. Global Financial System Report. 

4. Global Money Laundering Report 

5. Fiscal Monitor Report. 

Which of the above is NOT published by 
International monetary fund (IMF)? 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only (b) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only (d) 3 and 5 only 

97. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Monosodium 
Glutamate: 

1. It is naturally occurring non- 
essential amino acids. 

2. It is used as a flavor enhancer. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


98. PhotoDNA recently seen in news is 
a technology developed and owned by: 

(a) Tesla 

(b) Microsoft 

(c) Google 

(d) ISRO 

99. Consider the following statements 
about Atal Solar Krishi Pump Yojana: 

1. It was launched by government of 
Maharashtra. 

2. Government will give two LED 
bulbs, a DC fan and a mobile 
charging socket as freebies to 
farmers under the scheme. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

100. Panj Tirath recently seen in news is 
a religious site Located in: 

(a) India 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Nepal 


(d) Pakistan 



Explanation 

1. Answer (a) Rajya Sabha Rules 

• It was in News because recently, A 

two-member committee (Agnihotri 
committee) has been appointed to make 
recommendations for revising the rules 
of the Upper House. 

• Article 118(1) of the Constitution gives 
the two Houses of Parliament the power 
to make rules to regulate their 
functioning. 

• Thus, both houses have their own 
rules of procedure that govern various 
functions of the house including 
meetings, summons to members, oaths, 
sitting of council, election of deputy 
chairman, arrangement of business, etc. 

• These rules are the bulwark of our 
parliamentary democracy. For 
Parliament to be effective in its role, 
these rules require regular updating and 
strengthening. 

• However, even after various 
amendments, in some cases, the 
provisions were merely carried forward. 
For example, the rules to discipline 
disorderly MPs are the same ones as 
before. 

Need for revision of rules: 


• Frequent disruption of parliamentary 
proceedings - Over 120 working hours of 
a total of 165 were lost during the 
Budget session. Thus, there is a need to 
devise solutions for protecting the 
sanctity of parliamentary proceedings. 

• Increasing complexities and 
technicalities of the issues before 
Parliament - In such an environment, 
the committee's suggestions for 
strengthening deliberations in the House 
will be crucial. 

• Need to balance completion of 
government business with discussions 
raised by other political parties - As of 
now, the two Houses of Parliament 
meet mostly for transacting government 
business. 

• Need to overhaul accountability 
mechanisms - The existing mechanisms, 
like Question Hour, for securing the 
government's accountability to 
Parliament have lost their edge. 

• Reducing the difference in two houses 
- There are differences in provisions of 
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha Rules in 
certain matters. 

2. Answer (d) all of the above 

• The role of governor came under 
question in recent Karnataka legislative 
assembly elections. 



• It came under question that whether 
Governor should call single largest party 
to form the government and prove its 
majority in the House or a post-poll 
alliance to form a majority that 
overcomes the single largest party and 
form the government. 

• Article 164(1) provides for the 
appointment of chief minister by 
governor. Supreme Court clarified that 
there is no qualification mentioned in 
article 164(1) and reading it with 
collective responsibility in 164(2), the 
only condition chief ministerial 
candidate need to satisfy is that he/she 
should be commanding majority in the 
house. 

• But this discretionary power is being 
misused by governors. It may encourage 
horse trading of MLAs, defections 
against the spirit of tenth schedule and 
decline in public trust in the office of 
Governor. 

• In case of Goa, Manipur and Mizoram, 
the single largest party was not given 
preference to form the government 
unlike in Karnataka. Thus, raising 
question mark on the role of Governor 
and also forcing Supreme Court to take 
cognizance of the issue. 

• Sarkaria Commission and a 

constitutional bench judgement in 


Rameshwar Prasad v Union of India, 
2005 held that: 

1. The party or combination of parties 
with widest support in the Legislative 
Assembly should be called upon to form 
the Government. 

2. If there is a pre-poll alliance or 
coalition, it should be treated as one 
political party and if such coalition 
obtains a majority, the leader of such 
coalition shall be called by the Governor 
to form the Government. 

3. In case no party or pre-poll coalition 
has a clear majority, the Governor 
should select the CM in the order of 
preference indicated below: 

/ The group of parties which had pre¬ 
poll alliance commanding the largest 
number. 

/ The largest single party staking a 
claim to form the government with the 
support of others. 

/ A post-electoral coalition with all 
partners joining the government. 

/ A post-electoral alliance with some 
parties joining the government and the 
remaining supporting from outside. 

• M M Punchhi Commission elaborated 
that the governor should follow 
"constitutional conventions" in a case of 
a hung Assembly. 




• While SR Bommai case related to 
discretion of Governor does not apply to 
hung assembly but it laid emphasis on 
floor test in the house within 48 hours 
(although it can be extended to 15 days) 
so that legislature should decide the 
matter and Governor's discretion should 
merely be a triggering point. The 
Governor must be true to the oath of 
office and must ensure that the person 
he/she invites to be Chief Minister will 
be able to form a responsible and 
reasonably lasting government in the 
State. Even Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in his 
speech described how a Governor 
should use his discretion not as 
"representative of a party" but as "the 
representative of the people as a whole 
of the State". 


3. Answer (c) only 3 is correct 

• Tholu Bommalata', the shadow puppet 
theatre tradition of Andhra Pradesh (Not 
Tamilnadu), has been declining. Hence 
statement 1 is NOT correct. 

• It literally means "the dance of leather 
puppets" (tholu - leather and 
bommalata - puppet dance). 

• The puppets are large in size and have 
jointed waist, shoulders, elbows and 
knees. Hence statement 3 is correct. 


• The puppets are mostly made of skin 
of antelope, spotted deer and goat. 
Auspicious characters are made of 
antelope skin and deer skin. 

• They are coloured on both sides. 
Hence, these puppets throw coloured 
shadows on the screen. »Puppeteers 
narrate stories from the twin-epics of 
Ramanayana and Mahabharata with 
animated movement of arms and hands 
to give a three-dimensional effect. 
Hence statement 2 is Incorrect. 


4. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Recently, governing bodies of eight 
colleges of Sadharan Brahmo Samaj 
(SBS), has been dissolved by the West 
Bengal government. 

• The government stated that SBS is not 
a "separate minority religion", the 
related colleges administered by it 
should be treated as "non-minority 
Government-aided Colleges. 

• It is a general community of 
worshipers of one God, formed in May 
1878, traces back its roots to The 
Brahmo Samaj. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• It was formed by the followers of 
Keshav Chandra Sen (Brahmo Samaj 



India) after he violated the Brahmo 
Marriage Act by marrying his 13 year old 
daughter with Maharaja of Cooch-Bihar. 

• Anandamohan Bose was its first 
President. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

• In 1891, it opened the Das Ashram, a 
welfare institution of untouchables, and 
the Brahmo Girls School of Calcutta, and 
also founded small hospitals, 
orphanages, and a leper asylum. 

• Its basic principles are: It believes in 
the existence and personality of God. It 
believes in the immortality of the human 
soul. It does not believe in any particular 
book or collections of books as the one 
infallible revelation of divine truth, love, 
and final authority. It does not believe in 
specific incarnation the Deity. It accepts, 
respects, and uses of scriptures of the 
world, (not as infallible) as ancient 
records of the moral and spiritual 
experiences. 

5. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Recently, Cabinet has given approval 
for India to accede to the Protocol under 
WHO Framework convention on 
Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) to 
eliminate unlawful trade in tobacco 


products. Hence statement 2 is 
Incorrect. 

• The WHO Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) is the first 
international public health treaty 
negotiated under the auspices of the 
WHO. Hence statement 1 is Correct 

• The objective of this Convention and 
its protocols is to protect present and 
future generations from the devastating 
health, social, environmental and 
economic consequences of tobacco 
consumption and exposure to tobacco 
smoke. 

• India is a party to WHO FCTC. 

6. Answer (c) both is correct. 

• Recently, the Multi-sectoral 
Development Programme (MsDP) under 
Ministry of Minority Affairs has been 
restructured and renamed as Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Vikas Karyakram (PMJVK). 
Hence, statement 1 is correct. 

The criteria for identification of Minority 
Concentration Towns (MCTs) and 
Cluster of Villages has been rationalised 
and is based on 2011 census: 

1.Earlier only those Towns which 
were found backward in terms of 



both in Basic Amenities and 
Socio-economic parameters were 
taken up as MCTs. Now, the 
Towns which were found 
backward in either or both of the 
criteria have been taken up as 
MCT. 2. Now the population 
criteria for selection of cluster of 
villages has been lowered to 25% 
population of minority 
community (which was earlier at 
least 50%). 

• Funding of the scheme would be from 
budgetary provision of the Ministry of 
Minority Affairs. The 
recurring/maintenance expenses will be 
borne by the State 
Government/UTs/Organization. 80% 
would be earmarked for projects related 
to education, health and skill 
development. 33 to 40% would be 
specifically allocated for women centric 
projects. Hence, statement 1 is also 
correct. 


7. Answer (c) An asteroid which is 
supposed to be the first interstellar 
body to stay in our solar system. 

• Scientist found an asteroid known as 
2015 BZ509 which is supposed to be the 


first interstellar body to stay in our solar 
system. Hence option (c) is correct. 

• 2015 BZ509 was discovered in 2014, 
by Pan-STARRS (Panoramic Survey 
Telescope and Rapid Response System) 
in Hawaii but at that time it was thought 
of as part of our solar system and not 
regarded as interstellar object. 

• Now Researchers argue that it is 
supposed to be captured from other star 
system in the early phase of formation 
of our solar system approximately 4.5 
billion years ago. 

• Its orbit is "retrograde," i.e. 2015 
BZ509 moves around the sun in the 
opposite direction (clockwise if seen 
from Sun's imaginary North Pole) of 
Jupiter, Earth and most other bodies in 
the solar system. 

• The orbit of the asteroid almost 
coincides with the Jupiter. 

8. Answer (a) Chikungunya 

• Recently, Indian scientists have 
developed a biosensor technique to 
detect chikungunya virus. 

• There has been rapid increase (around 
300-400 per cent) of Chikungunya cases 
in India during the period of 2014 to 
2016. 



• Chikungunya is detected through RT- 
PCR (Real-time polymerase chain 
reaction) from serum samples and by 
determination of serum anti-bodies 
which are time consuming and 
cumbersome. 

About the Biosensor technology 

• Scientist made a Molybdenum 
disulphide nanosheet which is absorbed 
onto the screen-printed gold electrodes 
and then used in the detection of 
chikungunya virus DNA using 
electrochemical voltammetric 
techniques. 

• Advantages: Used to develop a point 
of care device for rapid identification of 
disease. It is suitable for mass 
production, has low cost, higher 
disposability and design flexibility as 
compared to traditional electrode 
materials. 

9. Answer (d) A malware 


• Recently, Maharashtra Cybercrime 
department has reported the malware 
"Gravity RAT". 

• The 'RAT' in the name stands for 
Remote Access Trojan, which is a 
program capable of being controlled 
remotely and thus difficult to trace. 


• It was first detected by Indian 
Computer Emergency Response Team, 
CERT-ln in 2017. 

• Malware, or malicious software, is any 
program or file that is harmful to a 
computer user. It includes computer 
viruses, worms, Trojan horses and 
spyware. 

• These malicious programs can perform 
a variety of functions, including stealing, 
encrypting or deleting sensitive data, 
altering or hijacking core computing 
functions and monitoring users' 
computer activity without their 
permission. 

• It infiltrates a system in the form of an 
innocuous looking email attachment, 
which can be in any format, including 
MS Word, MS Excel, MS Powerpoint, 
Adobe Acrobat or even audio and video 
files. 

• Unlike most malware, which inflict 
short term damage, it is an Advanced 
Persistent Threat (APT) i.e. it silently 
evolves and does long-term damage. 

• It is self-aware and is capable of 
evading several commonly used 
malware detection techniques such as 
'sandboxing' (used to isolate malware 
from critical programs on infected 
devices and provide an extra layer of 
security). 



• Typically, malware activity is detected 
by the 'noise' it causes inside the Central 
Processing Unit, but GravityRAT is able 
to work silently. 

• It can also gauge the temperature of 
the CPU and ascertain if the device is 
carrying out high intensity activity, like a 
malware search, and act to evade 
detection. 


10. Answer (d) Russia's first floating 
nuclear plant (FNPP) 

• Russia has created world's first floating 
nuclear plant (FNPP) named as 
Academik Lomonosov. Hence option (d) 
is correct. 

• It is owned by the state-run nuclear 
energy corporation Rosatom, which is 
also the equipment suppliers and 
consultants for the Kudankulam Nuclear 
Power Project in Tamil Nadu. 

• It has a capacity of 70MW and is 
equipped with two reactors of 35MW 
each having operational life span of 40 
years. 

• Upon its connection to the Power grid, 
Akademik Lomonosov will become the 
northernmost nuclear installation in the 
world and it is expected to be put into 
service in early 2019. 


11. Answer (a) Norway 

• India recently participated in the 3rd 
Mission Innovation Ministerial Meeting 
held in Sweden. Hence option (a) is 
correct. 


• Mission Innovation Champions 
Programme was launched by Mission 
innovation countries to felicitate clean 
energy innovators. 

• Hydrogen Innovation Challenge was 
announced to reduce costs along the 
value chain and further expand the 
deployment of hydrogen. 

• India announced setting up of First 
International Incubator for clean energy 
in public-private partnership at a total 
investment of around US $ 5 million in 
Delhi. 

• India announced participation in 
Global cooling innovation challenge. 

Mission Innovation 

• It was launched at COP21 of UNFCCC 
in Paris in November 2015. It is a global 
platform of 23 countries and European 
Union aimed at accelerating clean 
energy innovations througho Enhanced 
Government funding, o Greater public- 



private sector partnership and o 
Enhanced global cooperation. 

• It seeks to double investments in clean 
energy innovation over five years. 

• India is founding member of Mission 
Innovation and part of the Steering 
Committee besides co-lead of 
innovation challenges on smart grids, off 
grids and sustainable bio-fuels. 

• Department of Biotechnology (DBT) is 
nodal agency of this mission in India. 

• The first Ministerial meeting was held 
in June 2016 in San Francisco. 

• 4th Ml Ministerial will be hosted by 
Canada, Vancouver in May 2019. 

12. Answer (a) only 1 is Correct. 

• Recently, Ministry of Women and 
Child Development has approved 100 
additional One Stop Centres. 

• It is a sub-scheme under National 
Mission for Empowerment of women 
which is being run by Ministry of 
Women & Child Development. Hence 
statement 1 is Correct. 

• It is aimed at supporting women 
affected by violence in private and 
public spaces, within the family, 


community and at the workplace. Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• Establishment of OSCs was one of the 
key components of Nirbhaya Fund. 

Every OSC is integrated with newly 
operational Women's Helpline (181). 

• The first OSC built at Raipur, 
Chhattisgarh has received the 
President's award on March 8, 2018 on 
the International Women's Day. 

13. Answer (c) only 3 is NOT correct. 

• Recently, Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota (US) have discovered 
magnetic properties in chemical 
element ruthenium (Ru). 

• It belongs to the platinum group, has 
atomic number 44 and is mostly used in 
the electronics industry for chip resistors 
and electrical contacts. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• It is the fourth element to have unique 
magnetic properties at room 
temperature. 

• Other than this only three elements 
have been found to be ferromagnetic at 
room temperature - iron (Fe), cobalt 
(Co), and nickel (Ni). Hence statement 3 
is NOT correct. 



• It is one of the rarest metals on the 
earth, resistant to oxidation, and 
additional theoretical predictions claim 
it has a high thermal stability. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• Magnetic materials are of great 
importance to modern industry and are 
used in many everyday applications such 
as sensors, electric motors, generators, 
hard drives and Spintronic storage. 

14. Answer (a) only 1 and 3 is Correct. 

• It is an all-pervasive, but weak, 
electromagnetic radiation from the early 
universe, about 3,80,000 years after the 
Big Bang when matter was still to be 
formed.. Hence statement 1 is NOT 
correct. 

• This radiation does not come from any 
of the objects that we see in the 
universe, like stars or galaxies but from a 
time when matter and radiation were in 
thermodynamic equilibrium. Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 


• It was first discovered in 1964. Hence 
statement 3 is correct. 

• The spectrum produced by CMBR is 
very smooth. It does, however, contain 
small wiggles, or deformities, in its 
shape. 


• Each of these wiggles has valuable 
encoded information about specific 
events that took place as the first stars 
were born. 

• CMB signals are so faint, and so 
pervasive is the interference from 
modern technology that there is a 
proposal to set up CMB observation 
experiments on the other side of the 
moon. 

15. Answer (d) all of the above 

• Recently, there were several cases of 
deaths due to 'Nipah' (NiV) virus in 
Kerala. 

Nipah virus 

• Nipah virus was first identified in 
Kampung Sungai Nipah, Malaysia in 
1998 from where it derives its name. 

• The first outbreak in India was 
reported from Siliguri, West Bengal in 
2001. 

• The natural host of the virus is the fruit 
bat but it can also infect pigs or any 
domesticated animals. 

• The virus is present in bat urine, 
faeces, saliva, and birthing fluids which 
then transmits it to Humans climbing 



trees or drinking raw palm sap covered 
in it. 

• Transmission of Nipah virus also takes 
place through direct contact with other 
NiV-infected people. 

What are Zoonotic diseases? 

• A zoonotic disease is a disease that 
spreads between animals and people. 

• They can be caused by viruses, 
bacteria, parasites, and fungi. 

• Important Zoonotic diseases in India 
are: Nipah virus, avian influenza, rabies, 
Japanese encephalitis, leptospirosis, 
Hanta virus, SARS, cysticercosis, anthrax, 
plague, echinococcosis and 
schistosomosis, Kyasanur forest disease 
(KFD) etc. 

16. Answer (a) only 1 is Correct 

• Its aim is to find out the best student 
innovators of India. Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

• A six month long Atal Tinkering 
Marathon has been organized by Atal 
Tinkering Lab of Atal Innovation Mission 
of NITI Ayog. Hence statement 2 is NOT 
correct. 


• The marathon puts nation-wide 
challenge in 6 thematic areas namely 
Clean Energy, Water resources, Waste 
management, Healthcare, Smart 
mobility, and Agri-tech. 

• Out of all innovations received, top 
100 are shortlisted on the basis of 
novelty and prototype functionality. 
These 100 teams are given a month to 
refine their prototypes. Out of 100, Top 
30 innovations are selected by an 
esteemed panel of judges including 
industry and academia experts. 

• The Top 30 Innovations are showcased 
through a booklet compiling the work 
done by the children, the mentors, 
teachers and schools. 

• The Top 30 teams are being awarded 
with several prizes including a three 
month-long ATL Student Innovator 
Program (ATL SIP) in partnership with 
industry and start-up incubator. 

17. Answer (c) both is Correct 

• It was in news because. Recently, 
World Health Organization has urged 
developing nations to eliminate man¬ 
made trans fatty acids from their food 
supplies. 



• It is also known as Trans Fatty Acids 
(TFA), they are of 2 types- Natural Trans- 
Fat- Occur naturally in the dairy and 
some meat products. Artificial Trans-Fat- 
They are created when the oil goes 
through hydrogenation, which involves 
adding hydrogen to the liquid oil to 
make it more solid. 

• They help to increase the shelf life of 
oils and foods and stabilise their 
flavours. 

• In India, Vanaspati, desi ghee, butter 
and margarine are the main sources of 
trans fat. Vanaspati is favoured by the 
industry as it prolongs a food product's 
shelf life and is cheap. 

Health Hazards due to Trans-Fat 

• According to various studies, a 2% 
increase in energy intake from trans-fat 
has been associated with a 23 % 
increase in the risk of heart disease and 
according to another estimate by WHO 
Its consumption increases the risk of 
heart disease by raising the level of low- 
density lipoprotein (LDL), also known as 
the "bad" cholesterol and at the same 
time it reduces the level of high-density 
lipoprotein (HDL) which is the "good" 
cholesterol. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• They are supposed to be the main 
cause of Type-2 Diabetes and linked to 


insulin resistance, that is why WHO 
recommends that no more than one per 
cent of a person's calories come from 
trans fats. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 


18. Answer (d) all are correct 

• The government has set up National 
Water Informatics Centre (NWIC) to 
maintain a comprehensive water 
resources data. 

• It would be a repository of nation-wide 
water resources data and would work as 
a Subordinate Office under the Ministry 
of Water Resources, River Development 
and Ganga Rejuvenation which is to be 
headed by a Joint Secretary level officer. 
Hence statement 1 and 2 is correct. 

• It will provide latest and reliable water 
data (other than classified data) through 
web-based India Water Resources 
Information System (India-WRIS) on a 
GIS platform in Public Domain. 

• It will also collaborate with leading 
national and international research 
institutes to provide technical support to 
central and state organizations dealing 
with water emergency response of 
hydrological extremes. 

• It is a component of National 
Hydrology Project and also in 



consonance with the National Water 
Mission which has an objective of 
"conservation of water, minimizing 
wastage and ensuring its more equitable 
distribution through integrated water 
resources development and 
management". Hence statement 3 is 
also correct. 


19. Answer (b) Odisha 

• Recently, Forest and Environment 
Department of Odisha recorded the 
presence of black panthers in a forest in 
Sundargarh district. 

• About Black Panther is the same 
species as a normalcoloured panther 
with a high amount of pigment (melanin 
caused by agouti gene) causing the 
animal to appear black. 

• Odisha is the only state in the country 
to have melanistic tigers, white tigers 
and black panthers. 

• Conservation Status of Black Panther: 

1. Vulnerable: IUCN (International 
Union for Conservation of 
Nature) 

2. Schedule I: Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972 

3. Appendix I: CITES (Convention on 
International Trade in 


Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora). 

Phenomenon of Melanism: 

• Melanism is the undue development 
of dark-coloured pigment in the skin 
which gives black skin in many animals, 
birds and even fish. 

• Melanism is hereditary- but it is not 
necessarily passed on directly to the 
next generation. 

• A normal-coloured leopard can carry 
the recessive melanistic gene. 

Moreover, if both parents are black, the 
leopard cubs are always black. 

• A closer look at a panther's coat will 
reveal the characteristic spots of the 
leopard hiding under a cloak of excess 
melanin which is called 'ghost striping'. 

20. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• Recently, the Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change and the 
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI) rolled out 
the 'Gaj Yatra' from Tura in Garo Hills, 
Meghalaya. 

• 'Gaj Yatra' aims at securing 100 
elephant corridors across India. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 



• It is a mega-campaign by Wildlife Trust 
of India (WTI) and the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) - NOT 
International Elephant Foundation to 
raise awareness about the shrinking 
space for India's wild elephants Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 

• It was launched on World Elephant 
Day, August 12, 2017. 

• It was organized in the Garo Hills in 
recognition of the people's initiative of 
community forests for humanelephant 
harmony and conservation of animals 
such as hoolock gibbon. 

21. Answer (d) Water Vapour 


• By far the most abundant volcanic gas 
is water vapor, which is harmless. 
However, significant amounts of carbon 
dioxide, sulfur dioxide, and hydrogen 
sulfide and hydrogen halides can also be 
emitted from volcanoes. 

• KTIauea is an active shield volcano in 
the Hawaiian Islands, and the 

most active of the five volcanoes that 
together form the island of Hawai, 
Located along the southern shore of the 
island, the volcano is between 210,000 
and 280,000 years old and emerged 
above sea level about 100,000 years 
ago. 


22. Answer (a) only 1, 3 and 4 are 
correct. 

• Recently the first meeting of SAWEN 
was held in India to curb wildlife crime 
in the South Asian region. 

About SAWEN 

• It is an inter-governmental wildlife law 
enforcement support body of South 
Asian countries namely- Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. • It was 
officially launched in January, 2011 in 
Paro Bhutan. 

• In 2016 the Union Cabinet gave 
permission to adopt the statute of 
SAWEN. • SAWEN operates its activities 
from the Secretariat based in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

• It focuses on policy harmonization, 
institutional capacity strengthening 
through knowledge and intelligence 
sharing; and collaboration with regional 
and international partners to enhance 
wildlife law enforcement in the member 
countries. 


Following objectives have been set to 
attain the goal: 


• To take initiatives for bringing 
harmonization and standardization in 



laws and policies of member countries 
concerning conservation of fauna and 
flora. 

• To document the trend of poaching 
and illegal trade, and related threats to 
the natural biodiversity within and 
across countries in the region. 

• To strengthen institutional responses 
to combat wildlife crime by promoting 
research and information sharing, 
training and capacity building, technical 
support, sharing experiences and 
outreach. 

• To encourage member countries to 
prepare and implement their National 
Action Plans in curbing wildlife crime 
and to collaborate towards effective 
implementation. 


23. Answer (b) Only 2 is correct. 

• Greenhouse Gas Bulletin report is 
published annually on atmospheric 
concentrations of greenhouse gases by 

WMO not IPCC. (Hence statement 1 in 
NOT correct) 

• It is based on observations from the 
WMO Global Atmosphere Watch 


Programme (GAW), which tracks the 
changing levels of greenhouse gases as a 
result of industrialization, energy use 
from fossil fuel sources, intensified 
agricultural practices, increases in land 
use and deforestation. Hence, 
statement 2 is correct. 

Key Findings of the Greenhouse Gas 
Bulletin-2018 

• Carbon dioxide is the main long-lived 
greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. 
Concentrations reached 405.5 ppm in 
2017,146% of the pre-industrial era 
(before 1750). 

• Methane (CH4) is the second most 
important long-lived greenhouse gas 
and is now 257% of the pre-industrial 
level. 

• Atmospheric concentration of Nitrous 
oxide (N20) in 2017 was 329.9 parts per 
billion. This is 122% of pre-industrial 
levels. 

• CFC-11 (trichlorofluoromethane): 

Since 2012 its rate of decline has slowed 
to roughly two thirds of its rate of 
decline during the preceding decade. 

24. Answer (d) all is correct 

• The Punjab government along with 
WWF- India is conducting the first 
organized census on population of Indus 



Dolphin. Hence statement 1 and 2 are 
correct. 

• Indus Dolphin (Bhulan) are 

endangered, freshwater, and 
functionally blind species of dolphins 
which rely on echolocation to navigate, 
communicate and hunt prey including 
prawns, catfish and carp. Hence 
statement 3 is correct. 


• Except for a tiny, isolated population 
of about 30 in India's Beas River (185 km 
stretch between Talwara and Harike), 
Indus river dolphins live exclusively in 
the Indus river in Pakistan. Hence 
statement 4 is also correct. 

•In 2017, a survey was done by WWF- 
Pakistan which showed an increase in 
their population. Similar survey is being 
conducted in India now with the help of 
WWF-India. 


25. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is wrong because 

The system has been designed, 
developed and hosted by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, with technical support from 
National Informatics Centre, (NIC). 


•Parivesh stands as Pro-Active and 
Responsive facilitation by Interactive, 
Virtuous and Environmental Single¬ 
window Hub. 

• It is an environmental single window 
hub for Environment, Forest, Wildlife 
and CRZ clearances. This Single-Window 
Integrated Environmental Management 
System has been developed in 
pursuance of the spirit of 'Digital India' 
initiated by the Prime Minister and 
capturing the essence of Minimum 
Government and Maximum 
Governance. 

• "PARIVESH" is a workflow based 
application, based on the concept of 
web architecture. It has been rolled out 
for online submission, monitoring and 
management of proposals submitted by 
Project Proponents to the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MOEFCC), as well as to the 
State Level Environmental Impact 
Assessment Authorities (SEIAA). 

• It seeks to give various types of 
clearances (e.g. Environment, Forest, 
Wildlife and Coastal Regulation Zone 
Clearances) from Central, State and 
district-level authorities. 

• It provides single registration and 
single sign-in for all types of clearances 
(i.e. Environment, Forest, Wildlife and 
CRZ), unique-ID for all types of 
clearances required for a particular 
project and a single Window interface 



for the proponent to submit applications 
for getting all types of clearances (i.e. 
Environment, Forests, Wildlife and CRZ 
clearances). 

26. Answer (a) South Africa 

• Scientists in South Africa on Friday 
launched the world's first optical 
telescope linked to a radio telescope, 
combining "eyes and ears" to try to 
unravel the secrets of the universe. 

• The latest move combines the new 
optical telescope MeerLITCH — Dutch 
for 'more light' — with the recently- 
completed 64-dish MeerKAT radio 
telescope, located 200 kilometres away. 

• The device forms part of the Square 
Kilometre Array (SKA) project in the 
remote Karoo desert, which will be the 
world's most powerful radio telescope 
system. 

• Astronomers have previously had to 
wait for a cosmic incident to be picked 
up by a radio telescope and then carry 
out optic observations afterwards. But 
combining MeerLITCH with MeerKAT 
will allow simultaneous study of cosmic 
events as they occur. The project has 
been six years in the making by a joint- 
team of South African, Dutch and British 
scientists. 


27. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Recently, the clean air-lndia initiative 
was launched in Delhi by Prime Minister 


of Netherlands. Hence statement 1 is 
Correct. 

• The Clean Air India Initiative is a 
collaborative project between Get in the 
Ring (a platform for start-ups by the 
government of the Netherlands), Start¬ 
up India and INDUS Forum (an online 
matchmaking platform of Indian and 
Dutch businesses). 

• The campaign aims to curb air 
pollution in Indian cities by promoting 
partnerships between Indian start-ups 
and Dutch companies and build a 
network of entrepreneurs working on 
business solutions for cleaner air. 

• Under the initiative, an 'INDUS impact' 
projects is also present which aims to 
halt the hazardous burning of paddy 
stubble by promoting business 
partnerships that "up cycle" it. This 
entails using paddy straw as feedstock 
to make materials that would find use in 
construction and packaging. Hence 
statement 2 is also Correct. 

28. Answer (d) Climate change 

• Recently Suva Expert Dialogue on loss 
and damage was held at Bonn to 
furthering collective understanding of 
approaches to address loss and damage, 


associated finance needs, and sources of 
support. 

Loss and damage in UNFCC 

• 1991: Proposed by Vanuatu on behalf 
of Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) 
for the international community to 
provide "assurance" that climate change 
would not endanger their survival. 

• 2010: Establishment of the Subsidiary 
Body of Implementation (SBI) Work 
Program on loss and damage in Cancun 
(COP 16). 

• 2013: Establishment of the Warsaw 
International Mechanism (WIM) under 
the Cancun Adaptation Framework. 

Suva expert Dialogue 

• It is an expert dialogue decided at 
COP23 in Bonn due to demands of 
developing nations for a separate 
agenda item on loss and damage. 

• The dialogue aims for facilitating the 
mobilization and securing of expertise, 
and enhancement of support, including 
finance, technology and capacity¬ 
building, for addressing loss and damage 
associated with the adverse effects of 
climate change. Hence option (d) is 
correct. 


29. Answer (b) Only 2 and 3 is correct. 

• In the course of its voyage, the 
indigenously built vessel INSV Tarini met 
all the criteria of circumnavigation, 
including crossing the equator twice, 
crossing all the longitudes and touching 
the three great capes - Cape Leeuwin 
(Australia), Cape Horn (Chile) and Cape 
of Good Hope(South Africa). 

30. Answer (d) None of the above 

• Recently, India Biodiversity Award 
2018 was conferred by the National 
Biodiversity Authority (NBA). 

• In 2012, the Government of India, in 
partnership with UNDP India, initiated 
the India Biodiversity Awards. Hence 
option (d) is correct. 

• Aim: To recognize and honour 
outstanding models of biodiversity 
conservation, sustainable use and 
governance at the grassroots level. 

About NBA 


• It is a statutory body established under 
the provisions of the Biological Diversity 
Act, 2002. 



• It performs facilitative and advisory 
functions for the Union government on 
issues of conservation, sustainable use 
of biological resources and fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising out 
of the use of biological resources. 

31. Answer- (a) only 1 is correct. 

• Ministry of New and Renewable 
Energy recently approved the scheme 
namely "Scheme to support promotion 
of biomass-based cogeneration in sugar 
mills and other industries in the 
country." 

• It aims to support Biomass based 
Cogeneration Projects in Sugar mills and 
Other Industries for power generation in 
the country. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• It will provide Central Financial 
assistance(CFA) for projects utilizing 
biomass like bagasse, agro-based 
industrial residue, crop residues, wood 
produced through energy plantations, 
weeds, wood waste produced in 
industrial operations, etc. 

• Municipal Solid Waste is not covered 
under the programme. Hence statement 
2 is correct. 


• The assistance will be provided at the 
rate of Rs.25 Lakh/MW (for bagasse 
cogeneration projects) and Rs.50 
Lakh/MW (Non-bagasse Cogeneration 
projects) after successful commissioning 
and commencement of commercial 
generation and performance testing of 
the plant. 

• Registered Companies, Partnership 
Firms, Proprietorship Firms, 
Cooperatives, Public Sector Companies, 
Government owned Firms are eligible 
for financial support available under the 
scheme. 

• Biomass based cogeneration projects 
which intend to add capacity to the 
existing plants will also be considered 
for grant of CFA. 

32. Answer (b) Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) 

• Recently, People's Forests Report was 
released by Centre for Science and 
Environment (CSE) on Community 
Forest Resource (CFR) management. 

Finding of report 

• Poor implementation: Only seven 
states have formally recognized the 
rights of forest dwelling communities 
(Only 3% of potential areas) to manage 



and govern their forest resources with 
huge disparities among states. 

• Global Acceptance of CFR: As of 2013, 
at least 15.5%, of the world's forests 
were under some form of community 
control. 

•CFR governance helping forest 
conservation: Forest-dependent 
communities have adopted an 
innovative practice to manage their CFR 
areas, among which protection from 
forest fires and the protocols for 
sustainable harvest of NTFPs are 
common to most Gram Sabhas. 

• Improving Livelihood: CFR has 
increased collective bargaining power of 
community which has helped in 
alleviating poverty and reverses the 
trend of migration from forest areas. 

• Increasing new employment 
opportunities in CFR areas: A bottom-up 
approach plans by Gram Sabha for 
development plan is creating huge 
employment opportunity for its 
members in the CFR areas. 

• Strengthening PVTG Status: Members 
from particularly vulnerable tribal group 
(PVTG) are benefitted from inclusive 
approach under Act, which provide 
them a sustain source of livelihood and 
mainstreaming in the development 
process of country. 


33. Answer (d) All of the above 

• The committee was appointed to 
come up with a medium and short-term 
perspective plan for expansion in 
engineering education. 

✓ Important recommendations made 
by the committee: 

• Stop setting up new colleges from 
2020 and review the creation of new 
capacity every two years after that. 

• No additional seats should be 
approved in traditional engineering 
areas such as mechanical, electrical, civil 
and electronics and institutes should be 
encouraged to convert current capacity 
in traditional disciplines to emerging 
new technologies. 

• For approving additional seats in 
existing institutions, the AICTE should 
only give approvals based on the 
capacity utilisation of concerned 
institute. 

• Introduce undergraduate engineering 
programmes exclusively for artificial 
intelligence, blockchain, robotics, 
quantum computing, data sciences, 
cybersecurity and 3D printing and 
design. 

34. Answer (b) Kyoto Protocol 



• Recently, Members of the 
International Maritime Organisation 
(IMO) have reached an agreement on 
reducing their greenhouse gas emissions 
from shipping by at least 50% of 2008 
levels by 2050. 

• International Council on Clean 
Transportation (ICCT) found that if 
treated as a country, international 
shipping would be the sixth largest 
emitter of carbon dioxide in the world - 
roughly the same as Germany. It 
accounts for around 2.2% of global C02 
emissions and they are projected to 
grow between 50 and 250% by 2050 if 
no action is taken. 

• IMO was tasked with limiting and 
reducing emissions from shipping under 

the Kyoto Protocol in 1997. Hence 
option (b) is correct. 

• Despite its major role in polluting the 
planet, shipping was not accounted for 
in the Paris agreement on climate 
change. 

• The world's shipping industry has now, 
for the first time, defined its 
commitment to tackle climate change, 
bringing it closer in-line with the Paris 
agreement. 

• The agreement took place in the 
historic London session of Marine 


Environment Protection Committee 
(MEPC) of IMO. 

• The ultimate goal for shipping industry 
is to reduce greenhouse gas emission to 
zero by the middle of the century, with 
most newly built ships running without 
fossil fuels by the 2030s. 

• The agreement was opposed by Brazil, 
Saudi Arabia and the US. 


35. Answer (b) Kerala 

• Makaravilakku is an annual festival 
held on Makar Sankranti in Kerala, at 
the shrine of Sabarimala. The festival 
includes the Thiruvabharanam (sacred 
ornaments of Ayyappan) procession and 
a congregation at the hill shrine of 
Sabarimala. Hence option (b) is correct. 

36. Answer (c) 3 and 4 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Its geographical range expands 
from European countries (such as 
Portugal, Spain, Croatia, Serbia etc), 
Middle East countries ( Turkey, Lebanon, 
Saudi Arabia etc), Central Asia (Russia, 
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Tajikistan, Iran etc), Asia (India, 
Afghanistan, Myanmar, Korea, Vietnam) 
and it is not endemic to India 



• It was in news because Bird watchers 
and researchers recently sighted 
Cinereous vulture in Hazaribagh in 
Jharkhand. 

• During the winter, the Cinereous 
vulture migrates from the mountainous 
regions of Europe and Asia to warmer 
places, including India. 

• It is also known as the black vulture, 
monk vulture, or Eurasian black 
vulture. 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It is classified as Near 
Threatened under the IUCN Red List. 

• It generally occupies forest, shrubland 
and grassland. 

/ About Kanyashree scheme: 

• Kanyashree is a conditional cash 
transfer scheme aiming at improving 
the status and well being of the girl 
child by incentivising schooling of 
teenage girls and delaying their 
marriages until the age of 18. It 
received the United Nations Public 
Service Award last year. 

• The UN Public Service Awards are 
given by the world body to institutions 
from across the world for their 
innovation and excellence in providing 


public services. 

• It highlights the pivotal role of public 
services in the implementation of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

• The Awards aim at discovering 
innovations in governance; reward 
excellence in the public sector; motivate 
public servants to further promote 
innovation; enhance professionalism in 
the public service; raise the image of 
public service; enhance trust in 
government; and collect and 
disseminate successful practices for 
possible replication. 


37. Answer (a) Suggest Long-term 
solutions for the economic and 
financial sustainability of the MSME 
sector. 


• RBI has set up an expert committee 
under former Sebi chairman U K Sinha to 
suggest long-term solutions for the 
economic and financial sustainability of 
the MSME sector. 

• They will identify the 'structural 
problems' affecting the growth of the 
small-scale sector. 

• The eight-member committee will also 
examine the factors impacting credit 
flow to MSMEs and propose measures 



for leveraging technology in accelerating 
the growth of the sector. 

• Such a high-level committee has been 
assigned to examine MSMEs because 
these enterprises contribute about 40% 
to India's export and 45% in the 
manufacturing sector. 

• The report will be submitted by the 
end of June 2019. 


38. Answer (a) ISRO 

•ISRO has recently launched a new 
platform named "Samwad with 
Students". 

• Through the SwS initiative, ISRO aims 
to constantly engage youngsters across 
India to capture their scientific 
temperament. 

• The first SwS event saw 40 students 
and 10 teachers from select schools 
interact with ISRO Chairman. 

39. Answer (d) Peshwa and British 

• It was in news because January 1st, 
2019 marks the 201st anniversary of the 
Bhima Koregaon battle. 

• A battle was fought in Bhima 
Koregaon, a district in Pune with a 
strong historical Dalit connection, 
between the Peshwa forces and the 
British on January 1,1818. The British 
army, which comprised mainly of Dalit 


soldiers, fought the upper caste- 
dominated Peshwa army. The British 
troops defeated the Peshwa army. 

40. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 are correct 

• The Cabinet Committee on 
Infrastructure approved substantial hike 
in the budget for the Network for 
Spectrum (NFS) project. 

• It was launched to establish the 
alternative communication network for 
exclusive use by defence services to 
boost the communication capabilities of 
defence forces. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• The project is result of an agreement 
reached in 2010 between Defence 
ministry and Dept, of Telecom (DoT) in 
which DoT agreed to vacate 25 MHz of 
3G spectrum and 20 MHz of 2G 
spectrum in phases solely for defence 
communication purpose 

• The project is being implemented by 
state-run Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited 
(BSNL). Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 

41. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• Recently MHA has taken various 
measures to tackle Left Wing Extremism 
(LWE) in India. Various initiatives 



• Black Panther combat force - A 

specialised anti-Naxal combat force for 
Chhattisgarh on the lines of Greyhounds 
unit. The Greyhounds are a special force 
that specialize in Jungle warfare and 
anti-insurgency operations against 
Naxalites with jurisdiction limited to 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

• Bastariya Batallion - It is newly formed 
batallion of CRPF with more than 534 
tribal youth from four highly naxal 
infested districts of Chhattisgarh. 
Another remarkable feature of it is its 
adequate female representation which 

is in sync with the Government's policy 
of 33% reservation for women making it 
the first composite battalion in any of 
paramilitary forces. 

• Approval of Projects under USOF - 

Union cabinet has approved the 
Universal Service Obligation Fund 
(USOF) supported scheme to provide 
mobile services in 96 districts of LWE- 
affected states. The project will help not 
only in communication with the security 
personnel but also, for the residents of 
these areas. 

• Multi-disciplinary groups to check 
funding of Naxalites - Union ministry of 
home affairs has formed multi¬ 
disciplinary groups with officers from 
central agencies, including from the IB, 


NIA, CBI, ED and DRI, and state police to 
choke the financial flow to Maoists. 

• A process has also been initiated to 
create a separate vertical in the NIA for 
investigating important cases relating to 
Left Wing Extremism (LWE) 

42. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is 
INCORRECT 

• Government has decided to execute 
the National Apprenticeship Promotion 
Scheme (NAPS) in the publicprivate 
partnership mode. Hence statement 2 is 
Correct. 

• Its objective is to promote 
apprenticeship training and incentivize 
employers who wish to engage 
apprentices. 

• It reimburses 25% of prescribed 
stipend subject to a maximum of Rs. 
1500/- per month per apprentice and 
targets 15 lakh apprentices in 2018-2019 
& 20 lakh apprentices in 2019-20. 

• It covers all apprentices except the 
Graduate, Technician and Technician 
(Vocational) apprentices which are 
covered by the scheme administered by 

MHRD. Hence statement 1 is Correct. 

• It also promotes dual-learning Mode 
of training in which theoretical 



instructions are given in the ITI's while 
practical training is given in the industry, 
thus improves the connect between 
industry and ITI's 

43. Answer (d) Weigh the water on 
earth 

• NASA: GRACE stands for 'Gravity 
Recovery and Climate Experiment'. 
GRACE consists of two identical 
spacecraft that fly about 220 kilometres 
apart. 

• GRACE maps Earth's gravity field by 
making accurate measurements of the 
distance between the two satellites, 
using GPS and a microwave ranging 
system. 

• It is providing scientists from all over 
the world with an efficient and cost- 
effective way to map Earth's gravity field 
with unprecedented accuracy. 

• The results from this mission are 
yielding crucial information about the 
distribution and flow of mass within 
Earth and its surroundings. 

• It is a joint US-German mission that 
has gone into orbit to weigh the water 
on Earth. Hence option (d) is correct. 

• The Grace satellites are replacing a 
pair of highly successful spacecraft that 


stopped working last year. 

• Like their predecessors, the new duo 
will circle the globe and sense tiny 
variations in the pull of gravity that 
result from movements in mass. 

• These could be a signal of the land 
swelling after prolonged rains, or of ice 
draining from the poles as they melt in a 
warming climate. 

• What the Grace concept is brilliant at 
sensing are the big changes that occur in 
the hydrological cycle. 

• These could, for example, be major 
movements of water from the ocean to 
the land during precipitation events. 

• Grace data can show whether 
agriculture is using groundwater in a 
sustainable way. 

• One of the great contributions from 
the first Grace mission was to confirm 
the scale of change at the poles - to 
essentially weigh the ice sheets year on 
year. 

• Another goal of the mission is to 
create a better profile of Earth's 
atmosphere. 

44. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 is correct 



• A unified Directorate General of Trade 
Remedies (DGTR) has been formed for 
providing comprehensive and swift 
trade defence mechanism in India. 

• It would subsume the Directorate 
General of Anti-dumping and Allied 
duties, Directorate General of 
Safeguards and some functions of the 
Directorate General of Foreign Trade. 

• It will be the apex national authority 
for all trade remedial measures 
including anti-dumping, countervailing 
duties and safeguard measures. 

• It will have all expertise, including legal 
skills, people dealing with accounting, 
trade experts and revenue people, 
under one roof and it will function as an 
attached office of Department of 
Commerce. 

• The recommendation of DGTR for 
imposition of anti-dumping, 
countervailing and safeguard duties 
would be considered by the Department 
of Revenue. 

45. Answer (a) Movement of ships 

• Recently, Ministry of Shipping relaxed 
Cabotage restrictions on the movement 
of foreign ships. Hence option (a) is 
correct. 


• It will allow movement of foreign ships 
engaged in transporting containers 
laden with goods for export or import as 
well as empty containers between and 
among Indian ports along the country's 
coastline. 

Benefit of the move: 

• Cargo Growth: Indian ports can now 
attract cargo originating from or 
destined to foreign ports which would 
turned Indian ports into major 
transhipment hub. 

• Time-Cost Saving: it will increase 
competitiveness of the Indian traders 
and manufacturers by reducing the 
supply chain lag time and transhipment 
cost at a foreign port. 

• Competition: It would allow coastal 
movement of export, import/ empty 
containers by foreign vessels leading to 
healthy competition among shipping 
lines. 

• Congestion: it would also address the 
problem of empty containers getting 
accumulated at some Indian port while 
other ports facing a shortage of empty 
containers. 

46. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 are correct 


• Ministry of Environment, Forest and 



Climate Change have issued guidelines 
that will require every corporate seeking 
green clearance to follow the CER 
norms. 

What is CER? 

• It is the social responsibility of the 
companies to protect the environment 
by integrating the environmental 
concerns including those related to 
forestry, wildlife and biodiversity, 
wherever applicable, into the main 
stream of the Corporate Policies. 

• This term derives from Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) and CER 
activities will include measures like 
pollution control, wildlife and forest 
conservation, compensatory 
afforestation and rehabilitation and 
resettlement of displaced persons. 

• Funds can be used for creating 
drinking water supply infrastructure, 
sanitation, health, education and skill 
development, among others. 

New Guidelines for CER: 

• Every corporate seeking green 
clearance has to set aside 2 % (Not 3%) 
of its capital investment for the new 
projects on CER activities. Hence 
statement 1 is NOT Correct. Although 


it's a minute detail but you must know 
because it important concept and here 
1% makes a huge difference and impacts 
significantly. 

• Every corporate seeking expansion 
with lbn additional cost has to spend 
1% cost on CER activities. Hence 
statement 2 is Correct. 

• CER will be imposed over and above 
the expenditure the company will have 
to undertake for implementing the 
mandatory environment management 
plan (EMP) for the project affected area. 
Hence statement 3 is also Correct. 

Note: It is different from Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) under which 
any and every company which has a net 
worth of Rs 500 crore or more or a 
turnover of Rs 1000 crore or more in any 
financial year has to constitute a CSR 
committee and spend at least 2% of the 
net profit made by the company during 
the last 3 financial years as CSR under 
the Companies Act 2013. 

47. Answer (c) Power Sector 

• The Rural Electrification Corporation 
(REC) has finalised a plan called 
Pariwartan to revitalise stressed power 
sector assets. Hence option (c) is 
Correct. 



• Under the scheme government has 
planned to warehouse stressed power 
projects totalling 25,000 megawatts 
(MW) under an asset management and 
rehabilitation company (AMRC) jointly 
owned by the financial 
institutions(Power finance corporation 
and lending banks) to protect the value 
of the assets and prevent their distress 
sale under the insolvency and 
bankruptcy code till demand for power 
picks up. 

•The scheme is similar to SAMADHAN 
(Scheme of Asset Management and 
Debt Change Structure) under which the 
SBI led bankers' consortium took over 
unsustainable debt of stressed power 
plants to avoid their liquidation. 

48. Answer (b) Software for disease 
monitoring. 

• It is new software launched in 
Rajasthan for presumptive diagnosis and 
monitoring of seasonal and non- 
communicable diseases as well as the 
trends of ailments found in specific 
areas. It is expected to help in 
formulation of specific action plans for 
control of diseases.. Hence Option (b) is 
correct. 

• It will facilitate online entries of as 
many as 46 diseases and healthcare 


services available for their treatment in 
different institutions. 

49. Answer (d) Kamakhya Temple 

• Ambubachi Mela is a four-day fair to 
mark the annual menstruation of the 
goddess at Kamakhya Temple in Nilachal 
Hills in Guwahati, Assam. Hence option 
(d) is correct. 

• Kamakhya Temple is one of 52 
Shaktipeeths or seat of Shakti followers. 
Shakti peeth is originated based on the 
story of the death of goddess Sati. 

• God Shiva who held her dead body, 
then started his dance of destruction, 
causing Sati's body to disintegrate and 
fall into pieces. The sites where these 
portions of Sati goddess fell are the 
Shakti peeth. 

50. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 

• Rani Rashmoni is the last (not first) in 
the first phase and recently 
commissioned into the ICG. Hence 
statement 1 is INCORRECT. 

• It is a fast patrol vessel, 
indigenously built by Hindustan 
Shipyard. Hence statement 2 is 
INCORRECT. 

• It is built under the Fast Patrol Vessel 
(FPV) project of Indian Coast Guard. 
Under the first phase of the project, 5 
FPV's has been built. 



• The first four such ships are ICGS Rani 
Abbakka, ICGS Rani Avanti Bai, ICGS Rani 
Durgavati and ICGS Rani Gaidinliu. 

• They have been commissioned and are 
in active service at various locations on 
the eastern seaboard. It will be based in 
Visakhapatnam. 

51. Answer (c) 3 only is correct 

• Code 1 and code 2 is NOT CORRECT 
because Saaji belongs to Himachal 
Pradesh and Maghi belongs to Punjab. 
Hence only code 3 is correct. 

• It was in news because of Harvest 
season and festivities from the north to 
down south. 

✓ Celebration of Makar Sankranti in 
Other States with different names: 

•Makar Sankranti: The festival of Makar 
Sankranti is being celebrated today 
when the Sun enters the Makar zodiac 
and the days begin to lengthen 
compared to nights. 

•Pongal: In South India and particularly 
in Tamil Nadu, it's the festival of Pongal 
which is being celebrated over 4 days at 
harvest time. 

• Magha Bihu: In Assam and many parts 
of the North East, the festival of Magha 
Bihu is celebrated. It sees the first 
harvest of the season being offered to 
the gods along with prayers for peace 
and prosperity. 

•Uttarayan: Gujarat celebrates it in the 
form of the convivial kite festival of 


Uttarayan. 

• Maghi: In Punjab, Makar Sankranti is 
celebrated as Maghi. Bathing in a river in 
the early hours on Maghi is important. 

•Saaji: In Shimla District of Himachal 
Pradesh, Makara Sankranti is known as 
Magha Saaji. Saaji is the Pahari word for 
Sankranti, start of the new month. 

Hence this day marks the start of the 
month of Magha. 

• Khichri: The festival is known as Khichri 
in Uttar Pradesh and involves ritual 
bathing. 


52. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 
• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because DMFs were instituted under 



2015 as non-profit trusts to work for the 
interest and benefit of persons and 
areas affected by mining-related 
operations. 

• It was in news because the Odisha 
government is planning to move its 
district mineral foundations (DMF) to its 
steel and mines department from the 
planning and convergence department. 
The plan to move the DMFs aims to 
improve implementation and use of 
funds. 

/About District Mineral Foundation 



•Setting up of District Mineral 
Foundations (DMFs) in all districts in the 
country affected by mining related 
operations was mandated through the 
Mines and Minerals (Development & 
Regulation) Amendment Act, (MMDRA) 
2015. 

•Every holder of a mining lease or a 
prospecting licence-cum-mining lease 
shall, in addition to the royalty, pay to 
the District Mineral Foundation of the 
respective concerned districts in which 
their mining operations are carried on. 
•If the mining area is spread across and 
operated at several districts, the fund is 
shared on a pro-rata basis by these 
districts. DMF contribution do not be 
exceed one-third of royalty and the 
Central Government retains the power 
to prescribe the rates of contribution, 
though DMF's operation is under state 
governments. The contributions made 
to DMFs are collected by the State 
Governments. 

•Under the above mentioned MMRD 
Amendment Act of 2015, a provision 
was made also to create a National 
Mineral Exploration Trust under the 
jurisdiction of central government, with 
2% of royalty levied, for boosting 
detailed exploration of minerals in India. 

53. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 
• It was in news because Bihar's health 
department has imposed a blanket ban 
for 15 days on sale of fish from Andhra 
Pradesh and West Bengal in capital 
Patna after samples were found to be 
contaminated with formalin. The ban 


includes storage and transportation of 
fish from Andhra Pradesh and West 
Bengal. 

• Formalin is a toxic, colourless solution 
that is derived by dissolving 
formaldehyde gas in water. 

• It is a cancer-inducing chemical used 
to preserve fish and is used as a 
disinfectant. It is used in the 
manufacture of pesticides, fertilisers, 
glue, paper and paint, among other 
products. 

• Formalin causes irritation in the eyes, 
throat, skin and stomach. In the long run 
continued exposure causes harm to the 
kidneys, liver and can even cause 
cancers. 

• Formaldehyde is a highly reactive, 
flammable gas, which means it can 
become a fire hazard when exposed to 
flame or heat. 

54. Answer d) Raisina Dialogue 

• Fourth edition of the Raisina Dialogue, 
India's flagship annual conference on 
geopolitics and geo-economics, titled 
'World Reorder', was recently held in 
New Delhi. 

/ "Fair Value for Innovation": 

•The United States Chamber of 
Commerce's Global Innovation Policy 
Center (GIPC) launched a new 
innovation initiative at the Raisina 
Dialogue in New Delhi. 

•The initiative, titled "Fair Value for 
Innovation", would enable 
breakthrough innovation, and explore 
how policymakers can harness 



innovation capital in India and around 
the globe through research, advocacy, 
partnerships, and programs. 

55. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is 
correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 

because Mugger crocodile is listed as 

Vulnerable by IUCN 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 

because Mugger is mainly a freshwater 
species. 

• Crocodiles were in news because 

Odisha recently conducted Crocodile 
Census 

/Findings: 

• The population of the saltwater or 
estuarine crocodile (Crocodylus porosus) 
has increased in the water bodies of 
Odisha's Bhitarkanika National Park and 
its nearby areas in Kendrapara district. 

• 1,742 individuals have been recorded 
in this year's annual reptile census. 

• The increase in population was 
primarily due to the far-sighted 
measures of the government. 

/ Three species of crocodilians— 
saltwater. Mugger and Gharial. 

1) Mugger: 

• The mugger crocodile, also called the 

Indian crocodile, or marsh crocodile, is 

found throughout the Indian 
subcontinent. 


• It is listed as vulnerable by IUCN. 

• The mugger is mainly a freshwater 
species, and found in lakes, rivers and 
marshes. 

2) Gharial: 

• The Gharial or fish eating crocodile is 

native to the Indian subcontinent. 

• It is listed as a Critically Endangered 
by IUCN. 

• Small released populations are present 
and increasing in the rivers of the 
National Chambal Sanctuary, 
Katarniaghat Wildlife Sanctuary, Son 
River Sanctuary and the rainforest 
biome of Mahanadi in Satkosia Gorge 
Sanctuary, Orissa. 

3) Saltwater Crocodile: 

• It is the largest of all living reptiles. 

•It listed as least concern by IUCN. 

• It is found throughout the east coast 
of India. 

/Crocodile conservation programmes 
in India: 

•The Gharial and Saltwater crocodile 
conservation programme was first 
implemented in Odisha in early 1975 

and subsequently the Mugger 
conservation programme was initiated, 
since Odisha is having distinction for 
existence of all the three species of 
Indian crocodilians. The funds and 
technical support for the project came 
from UNDP/ FAO through the 
Government of India. 



•'BAULA' PROJECT AT DANGAMAL: 

'Baula' is the Oriya term for Saltwater 
Crocodile. Dangmal is in Bhitarkanika 
sanctuary. 

•MUGGER PROJECT AT RAMATIRTHA: 

The Ramatirtha center, in Odisha, is 
meant for Mugger crocodiles. 

•GHARIAL PROJECT AT TIKARPADA, 
Odisha. 

•CAPTIVE BREEDING OF CROCODILES 
AT NANDANKANAN, Odisha. 

56. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• First Odisha Turtle Festival was held 
recently in Puri to create awareness and 
promote ideas on conservation of olive 
ridley turtles. 

• It was Organised by Cox & Kings 
Foundation in association with Humane 
Society International/India and Action 
for Protection of Wild Animals 
(APOWA). 

• Odisha has half of the world's Olive 
Ridley turtle population and 90% of 
India's turtle population lives in the 
state. 

•There are five species in Indian waters 

— 1) Leatherback-Vulnerable, 

2) Loggerhead- Endangered), 

3) Hawksbill- Critically Endangered, 

4) Green -Endangered and 

5) Olive Ridley- vulnerable 

• In India, sea turtles are protected 


under the Indian Wildlife Protection Act 
of 1972. 

• The Olive ridley turtles are most 
abundant of all sea turtles found in the 
world, inhabiting warm waters of the 
Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans. 

• The Olive ridley is the most numerous 
among the sea turtles found in India and 
is well known for its arribadas, or annual 
mass nestings when thousands of turtles 
migrate to the breeding ground to nest 
simultaneously. 

• International trade in these turtles and 
their products is banned under CITES 
Appendix I. 

57. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley recently 
inaugurated Hunar Haat organised by 
Minority Affairs Ministry at State 
Emporium Complex in New Delhi. 

• Hunar Haats are organised by 

Ministry of Minority Affairs under 
USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills & Training 
in Traditional Arts/Crafts for 
Development) scheme. 

• The USTTAD scheme aims at 
preserving & promoting the rich 
heritage of the traditional arts & crafts 
of the Minority communities. This is 
one of the flagship programmes of the 
Ministry. 

• Hunar Haats have become a successful 
mission to provide employment and 
income generation opportunities with 
platforms for marketing the products of 
master artisans, craftsmen and culinary 
experts belonging to the minority 
communities. 



• It envisages at boosting the skill of 
craftsmen, weavers and artisans who 
are already engaged in the traditional 
ancestral work. 

58. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Mudra Loans are available for 
non-agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 
lakh and activities allied to agriculture 
such as Dairy, Poultry, Beekeeping etc, 
are also covered. 

• It was in news because the finance 
ministry has asked the banks to review 
all loans sanctioned under the Pradhan 
Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY or Mudra 
loan scheme). 

/About scheme 

• The PMMY Scheme was launched in 
April, 2015. The scheme's objective is to 
refinance collateral-free loans given by 
the lenders to small borrowers. 

•The scheme, which has a corpus of Rs 
20,000 crore, can lend between Rs 
50,000 and Rs 10 lakh to small 
entrepreneurs. 

•Banks and MFIs can draw refinance 
under the MUDRA Scheme after 
becoming member-lending institutions 
of MUDRA. 

•Mudra Loans are available for non- 
agricultural activities upto Rs. 10 lakh 
and activities allied to agriculture such 
as Dairy, Poultry, Beekeeping etc, are 
also covered. 

•Mudra's unique features include a 
Mudra Card which permits access to 


Working Capital through ATMs and Card 
Machines. 

/There are three types of loans under 
PMMY: 

•Shishu (upto Rs.50,000). 

•Kishore (from Rs.50,001 to Rs.5 lakh). 
•Tarun (from Rs.500,001 to 
Rs.10,00,000). 

59. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
Sikkim is the first state in the country to 
launch an exclusive programme which 
entitles every family in the state with a 
government job 

• One family one job scheme entitles 
one government job for every family in 
the state. 

• Eligibility: Only members of those 
families which do not have a 
government job at present are eligible 
for government employment under the 
scheme. 

• The government has announced that 

the nature of the job is not temporary 

and would be regularised after five 
years. 

60. Answer Answer b) Trishna wildlife 
sanctuary 

• This was in news because the National 
Wildlife Board has given its approval for 
the Trishna Gas project of ONGC which 
falls in the Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary in 

the Gomati district of Tripura . 



•ONGC has discovered 10-12 gas 
bearing wells in the Trishna Wildlife 
sanctuary. 

• The Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary was 
established in 1988. The vegetation 
covers four broad categories of tropical 
semi-evergreen forest, the east 
Himalayan lower Bhanarsal, Moist 
mixed deciduous forest and the Savanah 
woodland. 

• The Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary is one 
of the most conserved forest reserve 
with rich Biodiversity. The forest reserve 
is ideally planned for Education & 
Awareness and Entertainment & 
Amusement. 

• Indian Gaur (Bison) is an attraction of 
this place. Apart from it, there are 
varieties of birds, Deer, Hooklock 
Gibbon,Golden Langur, Capped Langur, 
Pheasants and many other animals and 
reptiles. Bison is the main attraction in 
this sanctuary, in addition to the 
resident and migratory birds.The jungle 
is rich in forest reserve with abundant 
patches of virgin forest reserve. 

61. Answer (a) Odisha 

• LED bulbs (9-watt each) will be 
distributed to the beneficiaries 
registered under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA) and the State Food 
Security Scheme (SFSS). 

• Odisha Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited (OPTCL) will be 
implementing the scheme and the bulbs 
will be distributed through camps and 
PDS outlets across the State. 


• The beneficiaries will have to produce 
their biometric authentication to avail 
benefits under the scheme. 

62. Answer (d) Macedonia 
•The Parliament of Macedonia has 
passed the resolution to amend the 
constitution of the country to rename it 
as the Republic of Northern Macedonia. 

• It is a country in the Balkan Peninsula 
in Southeast Europe. It is one of the 
successor states of the former 
Yugoslavia, from which it declared 
independence in 1991. 

• It is a landlocked country, and has 
borders with Kosovo to the northwest, 
Serbia to the northeast, Bulgaria to the 
east, Greece to the south, and Albania 
to the west. 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Youth in the age bracket of 18- 
25 years are invited to participate in the 
District Youth Parliaments. 

• The National Youth Parliament Festival 
will encourage the youth to engage with 
public issues, understand the common 
man's point of view, form their opinion 
and express these in an articulate 
manner. Relevant and effective voices 
on the vision of New India would be 
captured and documented to make 
these available to policy makers and 
implementers to take it forward. 

/The National Youth Parliament 
Festival 2019 will be conducted at three 
levels: 



•District Youth Parliament (DYP) at the 
district level. 

•State Youth Parliament (SYP) at the 
State Level. 

•National Youth Parliament (NYP) at the 
National Level. 

•The National Service Scheme and 
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
organizations will remain involved at 
different levels in its conduct and 
management. 

/About National Youth Day - 

•The National Youth Day (also called as 
Yuva Diwas) is observed on January 12 
every year to commemorate the 
birthday of Swami Vivekananda. 

•The main objective is to propagate the 
philosophy and the ideals of Swami 
Vivekananda. 

•It became a mainstream celebration in 
India from 1985 onwards and observed 
on January 12 ever since. 

/ About National Service Scheme (NSS) 


•The National Service Scheme is an 
Indian government-sponsored public 
service program conducted by the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports of 
the Government of India. 

•The scheme was launched in Gandhiji's 
Centenary year in 1969. 

•The University Grants Commission 
(UGC) headed by Dr. Radhakrishnan 
recommended introduction of national 


service in the academic institutions on 
a voluntary basis with a view to 
developing healthy contacts between 
the students and teachers on the one 
hand and establishing a constructive 
linkage between the campus and the 
community on the other hand. 

/ About Nehru Yuva Kendra 
Sangathan - 

•Nehru Yuva Kendras was established in 
1972. 

•Later in 1987 under Rajiv Gandhi 
Government it became Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangathan, an autonomous 
organization under Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports. 

63. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Youth in the age bracket of 18- 
25 years are invited to participate in the 
District Youth Parliaments. 

• The National Youth Parliament Festival 
will encourage the youth to engage with 
public issues, understand the common 
man's point of view, form their opinion 
and express these in an articulate 
manner. Relevant and effective voices 
on the vision of New India would be 
captured and documented to make 
these available to policy makers and 
implementers to take it forward. 

/The National Youth Parliament 
Festival 2019 will be conducted at three 
levels: 



•District Youth Parliament (DYP) at the 
district level. 

•State Youth Parliament (SYP) at the 
State Level. 

•National Youth Parliament (NYP) at the 
National Level. 

•The National Service Scheme and 
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 
organizations will remain involved at 
different levels in its conduct and 
management. 

/About National Youth Day - 

•The National Youth Day (also called as 
Yuva Diwas) is observed on January 12 
every year to commemorate the 
birthday of Swami Vivekananda. 

•The main objective is to propagate the 
philosophy and the ideals of Swami 
Vivekananda. 

•It became a mainstream celebration in 
India from 1985 onwards and observed 
on January 12 ever since. 

/ About National Service Scheme (NSS) 


•The National Service Scheme is an 
Indian government-sponsored public 
service program conducted by the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports of 
the Government of India. 

•The scheme was launched in Gandhiji's 
Centenary year in 1969. 

•The University Grants Commission 
(UGC) headed by Dr. Radhakrishnan 
recommended introduction of national 
service in the academic institutions on 


a voluntary basis with a view to 
developing healthy contacts between 
the students and teachers on the one 
hand and establishing a constructive 
linkage between the campus and the 
community on the other hand. 

/ About Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan 


•Nehru Yuva Kendras was established in 
1972. 

•Later in 1987 under Rajiv Gandhi 
Government it became Nehru Yuva 
Kendra Sangathan, an autonomous 
organization under Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and Sports. 

64. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT In 
India; the AWC is annually coordinated 
by the Bombay Natural history Society 
(BNHS) and Wetlands International . 

• A waterbird survey conducted in the 
Upper Kuttanad region of Kerala has 
recorded 16,767 birds of 47 continental 
and local species. The survey, 
conducted as part of the annual Asian 
Waterbird Census, has spotted three 
new species — Greater flamingo, Grey¬ 
headed lapwing, and Blue-cheeked bee- 
eater. 

/ About AWC: 

•Asian Waterbird Census is an annual 
event in which thousands of volunteers 
across Asia and Australasia count 
waterbirds in the wetlands of their 



country. This event happens every 
January. This event is coordinated by 
wetlands International and forms part 
of global waterbird monitoring 
programme called the International 
Waterbird Census (IWC). 

•Asian Water bird Census (AWC) was 
started in the year 1987. Its main focus 
is to monitor the status of water birds 
and the wetlands. AWC also aims to 
create public awareness on various 
issues concerning wetlands and water 
bird conservation. Each year the census 
is carried out as a voluntary activity. 

/What are water birds? 

•According to Wetlands International 
(Wl), water birds are defined as species 
of birds that are ecologically dependent 
on wetlands. These birds are considered 
to be an important health indicator of 
wetlands of a region. 

65. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because this initiative aims to bring 
Indian IT companies and Chinese 
enterprises closer to each other on a 
single Al enabled platform . This 
platform will be managed by a joint 
venture comprising of one Indian and 
Chinese company. 

• The initiative aims to encash the 
expertise of Indian IT enterprises in 
business transformation and 
operational optimization by using IT 
tools in complex business environments. 


•The Sino-lndian Digital Collaboration 
Plaza (SIDCOP) has been launched by the 
National Association of Software and 
Services Companies (NASSCOM) in 
association with Municipal Governments 
of Guiyang and Dalian. 

• It offers a boundary-less marketplace 
for Chinese enterprises in order to 
assist them in operational optimization 
and adopting industry best practices in 
business solutions by connecting with 
Indian enterprises. 

/ About National Association of 
Software and Services Companies 
(NASSCOM): 

•NASSCOM is a not-for-profit industry 
association and is the apex body for the 
Indian IT-BPM industry. 

•The membership of the NASSCOM is 
open for Companies registered in India 
and are focused on providing IT-BPM 
products and services. 

•NASSCOM aims to make sure that 
service quality and enforcement of 
Intellectual Property Rights have been 
properly implemented in the Indian 
software and BPM industry. 

66. Answer (b) Jupiter 

• lo, Europa, Ganymede and Callisto - 

four satellites of Jupiter - are popularly 
referred to as the Galilean moons. 

• This is because these moons were 
discovered by the famed Italian 
astronomer Galileo Galilei in January 
1610. 



• Galilean moons' discovery aided in our 
understanding of the solar system. 

• lo is the innermost of the four Galilean 
moons and the fourth-largest moon in 
the solar system. 

lo's surface comprises of various 
colourful forms of sulphur and it is the 
most volcanically active body in the 
solar system. 

•Europa is the smallest of these four 
satellites and is in fact slightly smaller 
than our moon. 

It has a surface mostly made up of 
water ice, and there is also evidence 
that it may be covering an ocean of 
water or slushy ice beneath. 

• Ganymede is the largest moon in the 

solar system. 

• An unique feature of Ganymede is the 
fact that it is the only known moon to 
have a magnetosphere, that is, an 
internally generated magnetic field. 

• Callisto is the farthest of the four 
Galileans. 

Callisto's rocky, icy surface is about four 
billion years old and it is among the 
oldest and most heavily cratered in our 
solar system. 

•This question was asked because it 
was in The Hindu newspaper on 12 
January. Visit this link for more details: 

https://www.google.eom/amp/s/www.theh 

indu.com/children/the-galilean-moons-of- 

jupiter/article25931953.ece/amp/ 

67. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 


signed an agreement with Chief 
Ministers of five States — Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, Delhi, Himachal 
Pradesh — to restart construction of the 
Renuka multipurpose dam project in the 
Upper Yamuna Basin. 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It is conceived as a storage 
project on the Giri River which is a 
tributary of Yamuna river in Sirmaur 
district of Himachal Pradesh. 

• The project envisages making a 148- 
metre-high dam for supplying water to 
Delhi and other basin States. It will also 
generate 40 MW of power. 

• Funding: Around 90% of the cost of 
irrigation/drinking water component of 
the project i.e. ^3,892.83 crore will be 
provided by the Central government 
and the remaining ^432.54 crore by the 
rest of the basin States. 

•The share of stored water among the 
states will be as follows, Haryana-47.8 
per cent; Uttar Pradesh/ Uttarakhand- 
33.65 percent; Himachal-3.15 percent; 
Rajasthan-9.3 per cent and NCT of Delhi: 
6.04 per cent. Hence second statement 
is CORRECT. 

• The project is proposed to be executed 
by Himachal Pradesh Power Corporation 
Ltd. 


68. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

•First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the Women of India Organic 
Festival is conducted by Ministry of 
Women and Child Development. 


It was in news because the Centre has 










• The festival aims to encourage Indian 
women entrepreneurs and farmers to 
connect with more buyers and thus, 
empower them through financial 
inclusion, while promoting organic 
culture in India. 

• The Women of India Organic Festival 
has been held annually in New Delhi 
since 2015, and makes its debut in 
Chandigarh this year, bringing the joy of 
going organic to the evergreen Leisure 
Valley, which is a continuum of gardens, 
to showcase the varied products of 
women farmers and entrepreneurs. 

69. Answer (d) North eastern region 

• Recently, A loin loom festival was 
organised in Nagaland that aims to 
sustain indigenous craft traditions with 
intellectual property laws, and by 
training a new generation of women 
artisans. 

• Weaving with the use of the 
traditional loin loom is a skill and 
occupation that is passed down 
generations among women in tribal 
communities in the North-East. 

• For more details visit this link: 
http://bloR.directcreate.com/loin-loom- 

weavinR 

70. Answer (c) Iran 

•Lake Urmia is an endorheic salt lake in 
Iran . 

• The lake is located between the 
provinces of East Azerbaijan and West 


Azerbaijan in Iran, and west of the 
southern portion of the Caspian Sea. 

• At its greatest extent, it was the 
largest lake in the Middle East and the 
sixth-largest saltwater lake on Earth. 

• It was in news because Iran is 
witnessing revival of Lake Urmia which is 
one of the worst ecological disasters of 
recent decades. 

• It is designated as a site of 
international importance under the UN 
Convention on Wetlands. 

• According to the UN Environment 
Program, the lake has been shrinking 
since 1995, due to a combination of 
prolonged drought, over-farming and 
dams. 

• The shrinking has threatened the 
habitat of shrimp, flamingos, deers and 
wild sheep and caused salt storms that 
pollute nearby cities and farms. 

71. Answer (c) only 1 and 2 is correct 

•Third statement is NOT CORRECT 

because GST is an indirect tax for the 
whole country on the lines of "One 
Nation One Tax" to make India a unified 
market. 

• It is a single tax on supply of Goods 
and Services in its entire product cycle 
or life cycle i.e. from manufacturer to 
the consumer. 

• It is calculated only in the "Value 
addition" at any stage of a goods or 
services. 

• The final consumer will pay only his 
part of the tax and not the entire supply 
chain which was the case earlier. 








• It was in news because The GST 
Council in its recently held 32nd 
meeting took a slew of decisions aimed 
at reducing the tax and compliance 
burden on small and medium 
enterprises. 

/ New Measures: 

•The annual turnover limit under which 
companies would be exempt from GST 
has been raised to ^40 lakh for most 
States and ^20 lakh for the North 
Eastern and hill states, from the earlier 
limit of ^20 lakh and ^10 lakh, 
respectively. 

•The limit for eligibility for the 
Composition Scheme is raised to an 
annual turnover of ^1.5 crore from April 
1, 2019. So far, only manufacturers and 
traders were eligible for this scheme. 
The Scheme now has been extended to 
small service providers with an annual 
turnover of up to ^50 lakh, at a tax rate 
of 6%. 

•Kerala can levy a cess of up to 1% for 
up to two years on intra-State supplies 
to help finance the disaster relief efforts 
following the recent floods in the state. 

/About GST council 

• It approves all decision related to 
taxation in the country. 

• It consists of Centre, 29 states, Delhi 
and Puducherry. 

• Centre has l/3rd voting rights and 
states have 2/3rd voting rights. 

• Decisions are taken after a majority in 
the council. 


72. Answer (a) Economist Intelligence 
Unit 

• It is released annually by The 
Economist intelligence unit. 

•The EIU Democracy Index provides a 
snapshot of the state of world 
democracy for 165 independent states 
and two territories. 

•The Democracy Index is based on five 
categories: electoral process and 
pluralism; civil liberties; the functioning 
of government; political participation; 
and political culture. Based on their 
scores on 60 indicators within these 
categories, each country is then itself 
classified as one of four types of regime: 
full democracy; flawed democracy; 
hybrid regime; and authoritarian regime. 

/ Performance of India: 

•India is ranked at 41 

• It is still classified as a 'flawed 
democracy' according to the index. India 
achieved a score of 7.23 on the index to 
maintain its position - the same it did 
last year. 

73. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because WGC has 
released a report on gold demand in 
2019. 

•It works across all parts of the industry, 
from gold mining to investment, and 
their aim is to stimulate and sustain 
demand for gold. 

• The World Gold Council is an 



association whose members comprise 
the world's leading gold mining 
companies. It helps to support its 
members to mine in a responsible way 
and developed the Conflict Free Gold 
Standard. 

• Headquartered in the UK, they have 
offices in India, China, Singapore, Japan 
and the United States. 

74. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only is correct 

•Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) will execute this nation-wide 
programme in consonance with the 
section 162 (b) of the Air (Prevention 
and Control of Pollution) Act, 1986. 

•The government has announced the 
National Clean Air Programme (NCAP). 
This is the first ever effort in the 
country to frame a national framework 
for air quality management with a 
time-bound reduction target. 

•The programme will not be notified 
under the Environment Protection Act 
or any other Act to create a firm 
mandate with a strong legal back up for 
cities and regions to implement NCAP 
in a time bound manner for effective 
reduction. 

✓ Features of the National Clean Air 
Programme (NCAP): 

• Achieve a national-level target of 20- 
30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 

concentration by between 2017 and 


2024. 

• The programme has been launched 
with an initial budget of ^300 crore for 
the first two years. 

• The plan includes 102 non-attainment 
cities, across 23 states and Union 
territories, which were identified by 
Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) 
on the basis of their ambient air quality 
data between 2011 and 2015. 

• Non-attainment cities are those which 
have been consistently showing poorer 
air quality than the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards. These include Delhi, 
Varanasi, Bhopal, Kolkata, Noida, 
Muzaffarpur, and Mumbai. 

• As part of the programme, the Centre 
also plans to scale up the air quality 
monitoring network across India. At 
least 4,000 monitors are needed across 
the country, instead of the existing 101 
real-time air quality (AQ) monitors, 
according to an analysis. 

• The plan proposes a three-tier system, 
including real-time physical data 
collection, data archiving, and an action 
trigger system in all 102 cities, besides 
extensive plantation plans, research on 
clean-technologies, landscaping of major 
arterial roads, and stringent industrial 
standards. 

• It also proposes state-level plans of e- 
mobility in the two-wheeler sector, 
rapid augmentation of charging 
infrastructure, stringent implementation 
of BS-VI norms, boosting public 
transportation system, and adoption of 
third-party audits for polluting 
industries. 



75. Answer (b) Japan 

• The Union Cabinet has approved the 
proposal for entering into an Agreement 
for Bilateral Swap Arrangement (BSA) 
between India and Japan. 

•It authorizes the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) to sign the Agreement for 
Bilateral Swap Arrangement between 
the RBI and the Bank of Japan for a 
maximum amount of USD 75 billion. 
•The BSA is a very good example of 
mutual cooperation between India and 
Japan for strategic objective of assisting 
each other in times of difficulty and for 
restoring international confidence. 

•This facility will enable the agreed 
amount of Capital being available to 
India on tap for use. 

•Availability of such swap line to tide 
over difficulties arising out of Balance of 
Payment (BOP) would deter speculative 
attacks on the domestic currency and 
greatly enhance the RBI's ability to 
manage exchange rate volatility. 

/ What is the currency swap 
arrangement all about? 

•A bilateral currency swap is an open- 
ended credit line from one country to 
another at a fixed exchange rate. 

•The country which avails itself of this 
loan pays interest to the country which 
provides it, at a benchmark interest rate 
such as the Libor (London Interbank 
rate). 

•While India has such arrangements 
with many Asian nations, the 
arrangement with japan is among the 
largest of such deals, valued at $75 


billion. 

•The government hopes that this deal 
will act as a buffer to shore up the 
rupee, which has depreciated by 14 per 
cent against the dollar this year. 

76. Answer (d) All of the above 

• It was in news because Bureau of 
Energy Efficiency and CPWD sign MoU 
on promoting energy efficiency in 
buildings. 

• According to the MoU, BEE and CPWD 
will cooperate on promoting designs and 
construction of Energy Conservation 
Building Code (ECBC) compliant new 
buildings, star rating of CPWD managed 
buildings across the country with no 
registration or renewal fee, awareness 
on energy efficiency in building sector 
and support for capacity building of 
CPWD officials in ECBC. 

/ Role of BEE - 

•Processing of application for star rating 
of buildings 

•Preliminary scrutiny of application 
•Data verification of CPWD maintained 
buildings 

•Installation of smart meters 
•Award of certificate & label 
•Support for Energy Efficiency in 
Buildings 

•Support for construction of ECBC 
complaint buildings 
•Efficient coordination with CPWD 
•Capacity building of CPWD official 



/Role of CPWD- 

•Completely filled application for star 
rating 

•Support and facilitation to data 
verification and monitoring 
•Construction of ECBC Compliant 
buildings 

•Support for Energy Efficiency in 
Buildings 

•Efficient coordination with BEE 

/ About Bureau of Energy Efficiency 
(BEE) - 

• Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is a 
statutory body, set up by the 
Government of India on 1st March 2002 
under the provision of the Energy 
Conservation Act, 2001. 

•The mission is to assist in developing 
policies and strategies with a thrust on 
self-regulation and market principles 
with the primary objective of reducing 
energy intensity of the Indian economy 
within the overall framework of the 
Energy Conservation Act, 2001. 

•This will be achieved with active 
participation of all stakeholders, 
resulting into accelerated and sustained 
adoption of energy efficiency in all 
sectors. 

/ About Central Public Works 
Department (CPWD) - 

•CPWD came into existence in July, 1854 
when Lord Dalhousie established a 


central agency for execution of public 
works and set up Ajmer Provincial 
Division. 

•It is headed by DG who is also the 
Principal Technical Advisor to the 
Government of India. 

•It has PAN India presence and has 
ability to undertake construction of 
complex projects. 

•It has been involved construction of 
stadiums and other infrastructure 
requirements for Asian Games 1982 and 
Commonwealth Games 2010. 

•CPWD is now engaged in construction 
of Afghan Parliament Building (beyond 
national boundaries). 

77. Answer (a) Ministry of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare 

• Union Minister of Agriculture & 
Farmers Welfare released recombinant 

Enzyme-linked immune sorbent assay 
(ELISA) kits. 

• The kits are for Glanders and Equine 
Infectious Anaemia. 

• Both these diseases are notifiable 
diseases in India and require special 
diagnosis for control and eradication in 
the country. 

• Glanders is a fatal infectious and 
notifiable disease of equines including 
horses, donkeys and mules. 

• The disease is caused by a bacterium 
known as Burkholderia mallei and has 
zoonotic potential. 

• Equine infectious anaemia (EIA) is a 
chronic, debilitating and persistent 
infectious disease of equines caused by 
a retrovirus. 



78. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only is correct 

•It was in news because Aimed at 
keeping the traditional art form alive, 
the Kaduthuruthy block panchayat in 
Kottayam is organising free training 
courses in Mudiyettu for people of all 
age groups. 

Visit this link: 

https://www.gooRle.eom/amp/s/www.theh 

indu.com/news/national/kerala/move-to- 

popularise- 

mudiyettu/article25941800.ece/amp/ 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Mudiyettu is a traditional ritual 
theatre and folk dance drama(NOT 

PUPPETRY) from Kerala that enacts the 
mythological tale of a battle between 
the goddess Kali and the demon Darika. 

The ritual is a part of the bhagavathi or 
bhadrakali cult. The dance is performed 
in bhadrakali temples, the temples of 
the Mother Goddess, between February 
and May after the harvesting season. 

•In 2010 Mudiyettu was inscribed in the 
UNESCO's Representative List of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity, becoming the second art 
form from Kerala after Koodiyattam. 

79. Answer (c) Meghalaya 

• The Chief Minister of Meghalaya 
inaugurated the project "Development 
of North East Circuit: Umiam (Lake 
View) - U Lum Sohpetbneng- 


Mawdiangdiang - Orchid Lake Resort". 

• It is implemented under Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme of Ministry of 

Tourism, Government of India. 

•Swadesh Darshan scheme is one of the 
flagship schemes of the Ministry of 

Tourism for development of thematic 

circuits in the country in a planned and 

prioritized manner . 

• Lake Umiam( "Bara Pani" or the Big 
Water) is in north of Shillong in the 
state of Meghalaya and it is part of a 
dam, constructed as a first Hydel Power 
Project in this North-East Indian State. 

• U Lum Sohpetbneng is a legendary 
mountain peak (1434 metres-the navel 
heavenly umbilical peak) which 
symbolizes the deep rooted spiritual 
belief of the Hynniewtrep - the seven 
huts people. 

• The Seven Huts people are 
predominating in the West Khasi Hills, 
East Khasi Hills, Ri-Bhoi and Jaintia Hills 
districts of East Meghalaya. 

80. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the KIP is a 25-day orientation 
program organized by the Ministry of 
External Affairs in partnership with the 
states of India. 

• The participants are in the age group 

of 18 to 30. 

• The program aims to connect them 
with their motherland. 

• The main objective is to motivate and 
inspire young minds and to give them an 
exposure to various aspects of India's 
art, heritage and culture. 















• It also aims to promote awareness 
about different facets of life in the 
country and the progress made by India 
in various fields. 

• KIP provide a unique forum for 
students & young professionals of Indian 
origin to visit India, share their views, 
expectations & experiences and to 
develop closer bonds with the 
contemporary India. 

81. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

•The Ministry of Women and Child 
Development, Government of India, has 
launched an online campaign, '#www : 
Web- WonderWomen'. 

• The Campaign aims to discover and 
celebrate the exceptional achievements 
of women, who have been driving 
positive agenda of social change via 
social media. 

• The Campaign invites Entries via 
Nominations from across the world. 

• The shortlisted entries will be open for 
public voting on Twitter and the finalists 
will be selected by a specialized panel of 
judges. 

82. Answer (b) Exoplanets 

• It was recently seen in news because 
Transiting Exoplanet Survey Satellite 
(Tess) for searching exoplanets has 
discovered a third small planet outside 
our solar system. 

• It was launched by NASA in 2018. 


• The Transiting Exoplanet Survey 
Satellite (TESS) is a NASA mission that 

will look for planets orbiting the 
brightest stars in Earth's sky. It was led 
by the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology with seed funding from 
Google. 

• The mission will monitor at least 
200,000 stars for signs of exoplanets, 
ranging from Earth-sized rocky worlds to 
huge gas giant planets. TESS, however, 
will focus on stars that are 30 to 100 
times brighter than those Kepler 
examined. This will help astronomers 
better understand the structure of solar 
systems outside of our Earth, and 
provide insights into 

83. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because. National career service is a 
web portal. (NOT a Mobile Application). 

/ Highlights of NCS Project: 

• It is a Mission Mode project under the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment, 

Govt, of India. 

• It was launched on 20th July 2015, by 
the Honorable Prime Minister of India, 
Mr. Narendra Modi. 

• NCS aims at using every possible 
aspect of technology in bridging the gap 
between the job-seekers and the 
employers. 

•National Career Service (NCS) refers to 
a national web portal - ( www.ncs.gov.in ) 

- that brings job seekers, employers, 
career counsellors and skill / training 



providers on a common platform. 

• In addition to placement services, the 
National Career Service (NCS) also offers 
a variety of other services like 
information on skill development 
courses, apprenticeship, internship, 
career counseling, etc. free of costs to 
the beneficiaries. 

• It includes establishment of Model 
Career Centers by the State 
Government/Institutions of repute to 
provide variety of employment related 
services using technology. 

• The NCS project has also been 
enhanced to interlink the Employment 
Exchanges with NCS portal and 
organizing job fairs. 

84. Answer c) Global Environment 
Facility 

• Government has launched the "Green 
- Ag: Transforming Indian Agriculture for 
global environmental benefits and the 
conservation of critical biodiversity and 
forest landscapes" in association with 
Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

• The project would be implemented in 
collaboration with the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) in high- 
conservation-value landscapes of five 
States namely, (i) Madhya Pradesh: 
Chambal Landscape, (ii) Mizoram: 

Dampa Landscape, (iii) Odisha: Similipal 
Landscape, (iv) Rajasthan: Desert 
National Park Landscape and v) 
Uttarakhand: Corbett-Rajaji Landscape. 

• The Green-Ag project seeks to 
integrate biodiversity, climate change 


and sustainable land management 
objectives and practices into Indian 
agriculture. 

• The project aims to catalyze a 
transformative change of India's 
agricultural sector to support the 
achievement of national and global 
environmental benefits and 
conservation of critical biodiversity and 
forest landscapes. 

/ About GEF: 

• The Global Environment Facility was 
established on the eve of the 1992 Rio 
Earth Summit to help tackle our planet's 
most pressing environmental problems. 

• It is an international partnership of 
183 countries, international institutions, 
civil society organizations and the 
private sector that addresses global 
environmental issues. 

•GEF funds are available to developing 
countries and countries with economies 
in transition to meet the objectives of 
the international environmental 
conventions and agreements. 

• The World Bank serves as the GEF 
Trustee, administering the GEF Trust 
Fund. 

85. Answer (c) Digital Payments. 

• »The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
constituted a high-level committee 
under Nandan Nilekani to suggest 
measures to strengthen the safety and 
security of digital payments in the 
country. 



✓ RBI has provided the following terms 
of reference for the committee: 

•To encourage digitisation of payments 
and enhance financial inclusion through 
digitization. 

• Reviewing the existing status of 
digitisation of payments in the country, 
identifying the current gaps in the 
ecosystem and suggesting ways to 
bridge them. 

• Assessing the current levels of digital 
payments in financial inclusion. 

• Suggest measures to strengthen the 
safety and security of digital payments. 

• Suggest a road map for increasing 
customer confidence and trust while 
accessing financial services through 
digital modes. 

• Undertake cross-country analysis to 
identify best practices to accelerate 
digitisation of the economy and financial 
inclusion through greater use of digital 
payments. 

• Suggest a medium-term strategy for 
deepening of digital payments. 

86. Answer (d) All of the above 

•It was in news because All States and 
UTs except the States of Manipur, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and UT of 
Lakshadweep, have implemented the E- 
prisons network. 

• Under E-prison program, the National 
Prisons Information Portal (NPIP) is a 
citizen centric portal showing statistical 
data of various prisons in the country. 

• It is developed by the National 
Informatics Centre (NIC) with the 
financial support from the Ministry of 


Home Affairs (MHA). 

• An allocation of 100 crore was 
approved to procure Information and 
Commercial Technologies (ICT) setup 
components like Hardware (Desktop 
systems, printers, web cameras, finger 
print, scanners etc.) and the Network 
{Local Access Network 
(LAN)/Broadband/Leased Line etc}. 

• It also facilitates online visit request 
and grievance redressal. 

• The portal facilitates visitors to visit 
and also for showcases and sells the 
products manufactured in various 
prisons of the country by inmates 
(KaraBazaar Portal). 

87. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because PGI was launched by ministry of 
human resource and development. 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because 70-Point Grading Index will 
assess the quality of school education in 
the states 

/ Salient features of the 70-Point 
Grading Index: 

•The 70-Point Grading Index will assess 
areas of deficiency in each state's school 
education system so that targeted 
interventions can be made at every level 
from pedagogy to teacher training. 

• The 70-Point Grading Index aims at 
helping states understand where they 
may be lagging behind and prioritise 
areas for intervention to ensure that the 



school education system is robust at 
every level. 

•Under the grading index, 70 indicators 
will be used to grade state schooling 
systems on areas like number of existing 
teacher vacancies, number of direct 
entry recruitments especially at 
leadership positions, school 
infrastructure and so on. 

•The index will assess states on a 1,000 
point grading system with 10-20 points 
per parameter. 

•The government will be setting up a 
separate fund over and above existing 
funding mechanisms to help states take 
up improvement exercises. 

•The index will reinforce competitive 
federalism by giving the correct picture 
of where every state stands and 
inducing a fair competition to improve 
each other's performances. 

88. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is a tree native to the Indian 
Subcontinent and Southern Iran. 

• It was in news because India has 
proposed to remove rosewood 
(Dalbergia sissoo) from Appendix II of 
Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and 
Flora (CITES). 

• The species is currently part of 
Appendix II of CITES that has species not 
necessarily threatened with extinction, 
but in which trade must be controlled to 
avoid utilisation incompatible with their 
survival. But, India doesn't want that for 
rosewood. 


✓ Why India wants rosewood removed 
from the list? 

• The species grows at a very fast rate 
and has the capacity to become 
naturalised outside its native range, 
even it is invasive in some parts of the 
world. The regulation of trade in the 
species is not necessary to avoid it 
becoming eligible for inclusion in 
Appendix I in the near future and the 
harvest of specimens from the wild is 
not reducing the wild population to a 
level at which its survival might be 
threatened by continued harvesting or 
other influences. 

✓ About North Indian rosewood ( 
Dalbergia sissoo): 

• It is a fast-growing, hardy deciduous 
rosewood tree native to the Indian 
Subcontinent and Southern Iran. 

• It is a large, crooked tree with long, 
leathery leaves and whitish or pink 
flowers. 

• Indian common names are biradi, and 
sisau. In Afghanistan its name is shewa, 
and in Persian, it is called jag. 

• The wood of D. sissoo is known as 
sheesham and is an important 
commercial timber. 

89. Answer (b) Bihar 

• The most famous Gandhian site in 
Champaran, Bihar is Bhitiharwa. 

• It is a place where Bapu (Mahatma 



Gandhi) set up a school and ashram in 
1917. 

• Recently government has erected an 
ashram complex which includes a 
museum. 

• On Aprill8,1917, Mahatma Gandhi 
embarked on a journey from Motihari to 
Jasauli Patti in the then undivided 
Champaran district of Bihar. 

• During the journey Mahatma Gandhi 
was served an order by the British rulers 
at Chandrahia village, prohibiting him 
from traveling any further. 

• As a result, he had to return to 
Motihari, now headquarters of East 
Champaran district. 

90. Answer (b) Magazine. 

• Union Minister for Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation released the inaugural 
issue of the monthly magazine of the 
Ministry - Jal Charcha - in New Delhi 
recently. 

• Jal Charcha is the third magazine being 
published by the Ministry. The first is 
Namami Gange by National Mission for 
Clean Ganga and second is Jalansh by 
Central Water Commission. 

• The magazine is also an effort to bring 
best practices in water sector to the 
national stage and move ahead in the 
direction of creating water 
consciousness in the minds of the 
people of the country. 


91. Answer (c) 2 only is correct 

• First Statement is NOT CORRECT 
because A polar vortex is an upper-level 
low-pressure area over the poles. 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the polar vortex spins in the 
stratosphere, a layer of the atmosphere 
10-48 km above the ground and above 
the troposphere, where most familiar 
weather patterns develop. 

• It was in news because Weather 
experts have predicted an extremely 
cold January and February for the 
northeastern United States, much of 
northern Europe and parts of Asia and 
the reason being given is the polar 
vortex. 

/ About Polar vortex 

• It is described as a whirling cone of low 
pressure over the poles that is strongest 
in the winter months due to the 
increased temperature contrast 
between the polar regions and the mid¬ 
latitudes, such as the US and Europe. 

• It rotates counter-clockwise at the 
North Pole and clockwise at the South 
Pole, i.e., both polar vortices rotate 
eastward around the poles. As with 
other cyclones, their rotation is driven 
by the Coriolis effect. 

• Usually, when the vortex is strongest, 
cold air is less-likely to plunge deep into 
North America or Europe. In other 
words, it forms a wall that protects the 
mid-latitudes from cold Arctic air. 



• But occasionally, the polar vortex is 
disrupted and weakens, due to wave 
energy propagating upward from the 
lower atmosphere. When this happens, 
the stratosphere warms sharply in an 
event known as sudden stratospheric 
warming, in just a few days, miles above 
the Earth's surface. 

• The warming weakens the polar 
vortex, shifting its location somewhat 
south of the pole or, in some instances, 
'splitting' the vortex up into 'sister 
vortices'. 

92. Answer (a) Cyclone 

•The India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has sounded a yellow alert for 
the cyclone Pabuk. 

• Cyclone Pabuk originated over the Gulf 
of Thailand and neighbourhood. 

• Different colour codes as mentioned 
below are being used since post 
monsoon season of 2006 the different 
stages of the cyclone warning bulletins 
as desired by the National Disaster 
Management. 

Cyclone Alert- Yellow. 

Cyclone Warning- Orange. 

Post landfall outlook- Red. 

93. Answer c) North Koel River 

• It was in news because Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has laid the foundation 
stone for the Mandal Dam Project on 
the North Koel River. 

•Funding: 60% of the project cost would 
be financed by the central government 


as a grant from Long-Term Irrigation 
Fund (LTIF) under Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchai Yojana (PMKSY). Remaining 40% 

will be borne by the States through 
loan financed by NABARD. 

/ About North Koel River: 

• North Koel River originates on Ranchi 
plateau in Jharkhand and joins the Sone 
River, a few miles north-west of 
Haidarnagar in Jharkhand. 

•The river meanders through the 
northern part of Betla National Park. 

• The principal tributaries of the North 
Koel River are Auranga and the Amanat. 

94. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Galapagos Islands is in Pacific 
Ocean 

• It was in news because in Galapagos 
Islands animals have suffered from 
elevated heart rates, nervous stress and 
anxiety, which have "notably" changed 
their behaviour and affected the survival 
of species. So the local government has 
recently banned fireworks on the 
Islands to protect the it's unique 
fauna. Those fireworks that produce 
light but no noise have been excluded 
from the ban. 

•Galapagos Islands are distributed on 
either side of the equator in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

• It is a World Heritage Site that comes 
under the jurisdiction of Ecuador. 

• The islands are known for their large 



number of endemic species and were 
studied by Charles Darwin 

95. Answer a) Germanwatch 

• The Climate Change Performance 
Index (CCPI) is an annual publication by 
Germanwatch and Climate Action 
Network Europe. It evaluates the 
climate protection performance of 58 
countries, responsible for over 90% of 
global energy-related C02 emissions. 

• Its aim is to encourage political and 
social pressure on those countries which 
have, up to now, failed to take 
ambitious actions on climate protection 
as well as to highlight countries with 
best-practice climate policies. 

/ India's Performance: 

• India ranks 11th in this year's CCPI, 
improving its standing by three places 
compared to the previous edition. 

96. Answer (c) 3 and 4 only is correct 

•Reports in Statement 3 and 4 is NOT 
published by IMF and are published by- 
•FATF (Financial Action Task Force)- 
Global Money Laundering Report 

• BIS (Bank for International 
Settlements)- Global Financial System 
Report 

• Global Financial Stability Report, World 
Economic Outlook and Fiscal Monitor is 
published by IMF. 


• IMF was in news because Gita Gopinath has 

joined International Monetary Fund as its 
chief economist. She is the first woman to 
occupy the post of chief economist of IMF. 
She is the 11th chief economist of the IMF. 

• She was born in India and worked as the 
Economic Adviser to the Chief Minister of 
Kerala. 

97. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because the Supreme 
Court of India has lifted a stay on 
criminal proceedings against Nestle over 
the alleged presence of lead and MSG or 
monosodium glutamate in popular 
noodles. 

/ About MSG 

• It is the sodium salt of glutamic acid, 
one of the most abundant naturally 
occurring non-essential amino acids. 

• Glutamic acid is found naturally in 
tomatoes, grapes, cheese, mushrooms 
and other foods. 

• When consumed in excess, it can 
cause several health issues, including a 
headache, nausea, sweating, and 
weakness, chest pain, tingling or burning 
in the face as well as neck and other 
areas. It is claimed that MSG can cause 
asthma and even brain damage. 

• MSG may cause adverse symptoms in 
some people, including a condition 



called Chinese restaurant syndrome or 
MSG symptom complex. However, there 
is no definitive evidence that MSG is 
solely responsible for causing these 
symptoms. 

98. Answer (b) Microsoft 

• It was in news because The Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) sent an 
official request to social media 
platforms to use Microsoft's PhotoDNA 

for purposes of investigation in regular 
criminal cases. 

• PhotoDNA is a technology developed 
and owned by Microsoft, to be used 
exclusively to identify child exploitation 
images. 

• It is mainly used to prevent child 
pornography from being uploaded on 
the web and is free to use. 

• The company has restricted the use of 
this software beyond this purpose in all 
countries. 

• The software creates a unique digital 
signature of any image and then 
compares it to other photos to find a 
similar one. 

• It is used by giants like Google and its 
applications Twitter, Facebook and 
Adobe Systems. 

• This initiative assists in narrowing the 
focus of child pornography law 
enforcement investigations through the 
use of this technology. 

99. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 


•To reduce losses due to non-payment 
of electricity bills and also promote solar 
energy, Maharashtra state government 
has launched Atal Solar Krishi Pump 
Yojana. 

• Under the scheme, the government of 
Maharashtra has decided to give two 
LED bulbs, a DC fan and a mobile 
charging socket as freebies to farmers. 

• The scheme provides a subsidy of up 
to 95% on solar pumpsets. The State 
plans to install one lakh solar pumps. 

• Eligibility: Under the Scheme, farmers 
with less than five acres will have to pay 
5% of the cost of a 3 HP solar pump 
while farmers with more than five acres 
will get a 5 HP solar pump for Rs 30000. 
•The Maharashtra State Electricity 
Distribution Co Ltd (Msedcl) is the 
implementing agency. 

100. Answer (d) Pakistan 

• It was in news because the provincial 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government in 
northwest Pakistan has declared the 
ancient Hindu religious site of Panj 
Tirath in Peshawar as national heritage. 

• Panj Tirath, which got its name from 
the five pools of water present there, 
also contains a temple and a lawn with 
date palm trees. 

• It is believed that Pandu, a mythical 
king in the Mahabharata, belonged to 
this area and Hindus used to come to 
these pools for bathing during the 
month of Kartik and worship for two 
days under the trees. 

• The site was damaged during the reign 
of the Afghan Durrani dynasty in 1747; 
however it was restored by local Hindus 



during the period of Sikh rule in 1834 
and worship started again. 



